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Lesson 5—Abraham a Man of Faith, 
Genesis 11:27 to 20: 18. 
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Chance 
By Frederick Erdman 
ESIGN or ‘‘chance’’ has made this 
world. 


Were galaxies by ‘“‘chance’’ unfurled ? 
ss Who made the ear, cannot He hear?’ 
Could matter make itself appear ? 


Our learned men make ‘‘chance’’ a god, 
But this is only verbal fraud. 
Effect and cause are thus obscured. 


It simply means — this world occurred { a 


The «‘cave-man”’ calls it ««chance”’ and 
grins. 
When thinking man says this, he sins. 


A Shut-In 


Many of God's greatest blessings have 
come to his shut-ins, and to others because 
of these shut-ins, What an honor roll of 
glorious souls they are! — Joseph, Jeremiah, 
Daniel, Peter, Paul, Bunyan, Tyndale, and 
the others of the innumerable host. Have ‘we 
realized that the capstone and climax. of 
the whole Word of God, The Revelatién, 
came to us through a shut-in? Some one 
has noted: “John was banished to the Isle 
of Patmos. Had he not been so shut up 
{shut in], he would never have seen such 
glorious visions of God.” To all shut-ins 
he writes: “I John, who also am your 
brother, and companion in tribulation, and 
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 
was in the isle that is called Patmos, for 
the word of God, and for the testimony 
of Jesus Christ.” Like many another 
shut-in, to John “a door was opened in 
He was given to see visions that 
fio other shut-in has ever seen, and the 
whole Church of Christ throngh the cen- 
turies is richer because of these. And 
toward the end of the Lord’s communing 


with his imprisoned disciple came the com- 
forting word to the shut-in of the Apoc- 
alypse and to ali of us today: “And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away.” 


Signs, or Sounds? 

Do we really “love His appearing”? 
It is so easy to get deeply interested in 
the study of Bible prophecy, and the Lord’s 
return, and signs of the times, without that 
“first love” of the Lord and of his appear- 
ing that the Holy Spirit yearns to maintain 
and deepen in the heart of every child of 
God. A good friend of THe Sunpay 
Scoot Times and a keen student of proph- 
ecy writes in a personal letter to the Edi- 
tor: “I do hope that you will keep up 


your good work of keeping to the fore 
the truth of our Lord’s return. I fear that 
many have just a head knowledge of the 
Blessed Hope, and that they are looking 
for Signs when they should be listening for 
Sounds (1 Thess. 4:16).” The study of 
the signs of the end of the age and of the 
Lord’s coming, as divinely revealed in 
Scripture, is important, and THe SuNDAy 
ScHoo. Tues welcomes the opportunity 
of bringing this before its readers. But 
listening for certain sounds is even more 
important, as this reader rightly urges. 
What sounds? “For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a sHoutT, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the 
TRUMP of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words” (1 Thess. 4: 16-18). 


% 


God's Greatest Sign—the Jew 


The eighth article in the series by the Editor on Bible Prophecy 


ITHOUT the firing of a shot by 

the British, Jerusalem was sur- 

rendered to General Allenby on 
December 11, 1917, and. the control of the 
Holy Land by the Turks for centuries 
passed to a Christian nation. Students of 
Bible prophecy were thrilled and awed. I 
remember a letter that I had from my be- 
loved friend and teacher, Dr. C. I. Scofield, 
in which he said: “Now for ‘the first time 
we have a real prophetic sign.” 

God's greatest miracle, as was brought out 
in the Easter Number of Tue Sunpay 
Scoot Times (March 13) is the resurrec- 
tion of the dead— “Christ the first fruits ; 
afterward they ‘that aré Christ’s at ‘his com- 
ing” (1 Cor. 15:23), and finally the resur- 
rection of all the dead before the “great 
white throne” (Rev. 20:11, 12). But— 
apart from this greatest of miracles, the 
resurrection — God’s greatest sign through 
the ages has been, and will continue to be, 
the Jew. 

This is not a mere human opinion. God 
settles it by a question he asked of Israel 
more than 3,000-years ago: “For ask now 
of the days that are past, which were before 
thee, since the day that God created man 
upon the earth, and ask from the one side 
of heaven unto the other, whether there hath 
been any such thing as this great thing is, 
or hath been heard like it? Did ever 
people hear the voice of God speaking out 


of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, 
and live? Or hath God assayed to go and 
take him a nation from the midst of an- 
other nation, by temptations, by signs, and 
by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and by a stretched out arm, and by 


great terrors, according to all that the Lord: 


your God did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes? Unto thee if was shewed, that thou 
mightest know that the Lord he is God; 
there is none else beside him” (Deut. 4: 
32-35). 

God has done for the Jews, and will yet 
do for them, what he never has done and 
never will do for any other nation or race 
of mankind. Here are seven great priv- 
ileges God has arbitrarily given to Israel 
and to no other people: “the adoption, and 
the glory, and the covenants, and the giv- 
ing of the law, and the service of God, 
and the promises; whose are the fathers, 
and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ 
came, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever” (Rom. 9:4, 5). 

Is any further word needed to show Is- 
rael’s unique glory? Then this: “The 
Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his 
peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, 
and that thou shouldest keep all his com- 
mandments; and to make thee high above 





1The statement, “whose are the fathers,” is 
a fact of their ancestry, and different from the 
seven divine honors listed in this passage. 
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all nations which he hath made, in praise, 
and in name, and in honour; and that thou 
mayest be an holy people unto the Lord 
thy God, as he hath spoken” (Deut. 26: 
18, 19). 

As Israel’s land, divinely covenanted to 
her by the Lord as her possession forever, 
is in God's sight and plans the geograph- 
ical center of the world and “the glory of 
all lands” (Ezek. 20:6), so Israel as a 
people is God’s center and determinant for 
all peoples, as shown in this astounding 
declaration: “When the Most High di- 
vided to the nations their inheritance, when 
he separated the sons of Adam, he set the 
bounds of the people according to the num- 
ber of the children of Israei” (Deut. 32:8). 

Such Scriptures as these lift out of the 
realm of doubt or human opinion the pre- 
eminence of the Jew. God has called his 
people; God has given them great and 
unique gifts; and “the gifts and calling of 
God are without repentance” (Rom. 11: 
29). 

How shocking, therefore, to find in Sun- 
day school lesson helps, for the study of 
Christian teachers and classes, statements 
denying these infallibly revealed facts. The 
Sunday schools of the world are taking up 
again the study of Genesis and Abraham, 
and there are many lesson helps which, 
with THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, accept 
unquestioningly what the Word of God 
says. But when the call of Abram was 
studied in April, 1932, a lesson article in 
a denominational paper made these state- 
ments: “Into the life of those times ... 
this old legend is so woven that it earns 
a place for itself as a part of the actual 
story of human origins . . . a hero tale 
fragrant with the aroma of ancestor wor- 
ship. . . . The evolution of religion . . . is 
marked by the emergence of pioneer souls 
who strike out upon their own lonesome 
quest for a clearer view of God... Abram, 
Ikhnaton, Moses, Amos, Zarathustra, Gau- 
tama, Jesus, Mohammed, Augustine, Wes- 
ley, Roger Williams — the list is a long one 
of pioneers, dissenters, radicals, founders of 
sects.” May God safeguard our Sunday 
schools from the teaching of such deadly 
denials of his Word! 

Christ is the theme of the Bible. Proph- 
ecy, centering about Christ, is the dominant 
note of the Bible. The Second Coming 
of Christ—being his personal, visible, 
bodily return to establish his kingdom on 
earth and to reign over Israel and the 
world for a thousand years, after which 
will come “a new heaven and a new earth” 
(Rev. 21:1)—is the goal, climax, and 
consummation of Bible prophecy. As we 
study God’s greatest sign, the Jew, let us 
remember that Israel never can fulfill God’s 
destiny for her until Christ comes again. 
His coming is near; the Scriptures make 
this plain, as was shown in last week’s 
issue of the Times and as will be brought 
out in later articles; and the Jews as a 
people, while many of them do not realize 
it, are furnishing profoundly impressive 
evidence of this. The fig tree is one of 
the Bible symbols for the Jew, and the 
Lord said in his great prophetic discourse 
on Olivet: “Now learn a parable of the 
fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, 
and putteth forth leaves, ye know that sum- 
mer is nigh” (Matt. 24:32). Israel is 
indeed putting forth leaves, as next week’s 
issue will show. This week let us look at 
a few of the many prophetic Scriptures 
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revealing God’s plans and purposes, bless- 
ings and judgments, for his great “sign” 
the Jew. 

The Jews are a Semitic, or Shemitic, 
people. That word takes us back to Shem, 
the son of Noah who was blessed of God 
beyond the other two sons. Ham (or 
Canaan) was to be “a servant of servants” ; 
Japheth was to “dwell in the tents of 
Shem”; but “Blessed be the Lord God of 
Shem;-and Canaan shall be his servant. 
God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall 
dweil in the tents of Shem; and Canaan 
shall be his servant” (Gen. 9: 25-27). From 
Shem descended the Jews. There is our 
first prophecy of “the Jew first” (Rom. 1: 
16). 

Four centuries later came the call and 
founding of the Jewish race through Abra- 
ham. A new dispensation had begun, that 
of Promise, as God called Abram out of 
his land and away from his kindred and 
spoke this great prophecy: “And I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: and I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all fam- 
ilies of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12: 
2, 3). 

Then came the promise and prophecy of 
the land: “Unto thy seed will I give this 
land” (12:7). 

This basic prophecy-promise was reiter- 
ated and enlarged by God to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob (Israel), as when “the 
Lord make a covenant with Abram, say- 
ing, Unto thy seed have I given this land, 
from the river of Egypt unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates” (Gen. 15: 18). 
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There were detailed prophecies of both 
the natural and the spiritual descendants of 
Abraham: “And I will make thy seed as 
the dust of the earth: so that if a man can 


number the dust of the earth, then shall 


thy seed also be numbered” (Gen. 13: 16). 
“Look now toward heaven, and tell the 
stars, if thou he able to number them: and 
he said unto him, So shall thy seed be” 
(Gen. 15:5). 

These prophecies have had partial ful- 
fiilment through the centuries, but not yet 
the complete fulfillment that awaits the 
Lord’s return. Under David and Solomon, 


Israel possessed a great deal of the cove>~~ ~~ 


nanted iand; Abraham’s natural posterity 
has become multiplied millions. Through 
Israe!’s Messiah, “Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham” (Matt. 1:1), 
many nations of the earth have been blessed 
and there are unnumbered millions of Abra- 
ham’s spiritual posterity. 

Let us look at outstanding prophecies of 
the Jews and God’s dealings with them. 

Abram was told that “thy seed shall be 
a stranger in a land that is not their’s, and 
shall serve them; and they;shall afflict them 
four hundred years; and also that nation, 
whom they shall serve, will.1 judge: and 
afterward shall they come out with great 
substance” (Gen. 15:13, 14). Two cen- 
turies later this prophecy’s fulfillment be- 
gan, and then, in God’s time, came the mir- 
aculous exodus (Exod. 14). 

Such blessings as no other nation has 
ever known were prophesied by God for 
Israel; and also such judgments, or divine 
curses, as no other nation has ever known; 
—the latter because of Israel’s deliberate, 


(Continued on page 285) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Dr. Gray's Testimony 


Many letters have come from readers 
in expression of their gratitude for the arti- 
cles in the February 20 issue, on Dispensa- 
tionalism,- the Scofield Reference Bible, 
premillennialism, and amillennialism. One 
of these, from a Canadian reader, is in 
part as foilows: 


In offering my personal tribute of grati- 
tude for the valuable articles in THe Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times of February 20 I feel 

am expressing the feelings of a large 
number of your readers. Your own article 
on “Dispensationalism and the Scofield Ref- 
ference Bible” is surely a timely and con- 
vincing argument, for all except those who 
will not be convinced against their will! 


How clearly did Dr. Scofield teach what 
the Word of God has plainly taught as to 
things to come! And we know he depended 
on the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Dr. Scofield did not add to nor subtract 
from the Scriptures. Your article furnishes 
many irrefutable facts, and if some deny 
them that does not alter them. 


As for Dr. James M. Gray’s paper on 
Premillennialism and conditions which are 
to be during the thousand years, he had 
Scripture to back all his statements and 
none are vague or fanciful. 
many have rejoiced at the privilege of pos- 
sessing his valuable article in the Tres. 


But may I point out what appear to be 
rinters’ errors? The words “seven times” 
or the mention of “thousand years” in 
Revelation 20: 2-7, instead of six times. 
And the sentence: “And what of the post- 


I am sure 


millennialist, he who believes in a millen- 
nium but expects it to follow rather than 
precede Christ’s return?’ This sentence 
surely needs correction, as you will no doubt 
have already noticed. 


I thank God for what he guided Dr. 
Scofield to write, and I. thank him. for the 
faithful witness of your. weekly paper. In 
this apostate age when men will not endure 
sound doctrine and aré turning away their 
e2rs from the truth, God knows what it 
must cost you to keep his banner flying and 
to be ever valiant for his truth. 


The Tres is grateful for this heartening 
letter of fellowship and encouragement, and 
is assured that it voices the fellowship of 
many other readers in “that- blessed hope” 
of our Lord’s return to establish his King- 
dom on earth. 

The Canadian reader is right in noting 
the errors which, in some strange way, 
were permitted to occur in Dr. Gray’s arti- 
cle. The “thousand years,” or millennium, 
is mentioned six times, not seven, in Reve- 
lation 20: 2-7, once each in verses 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7. And the transposition of the words 
“follow” and “precede” in the sentence de- 
fining postmillennialism was, of course, a 
slip of the pen; and the worst of it is that 
it was noted by the Editor before publica- 
tion but he failed to make the correction! 
The sentence was intended to read: 
what of the postmillennialist; he who be- 
lieves in the millennium but expects it to 


__ precede rather than follow Christ’s return?” 
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Seeing God Work at America’s Keswick Last Summer 


Echoes of the notes of triumph sounded by speakers and 
delegates at the Victorious Life Conferences 





By Addison C. Raws 








coming all the way from California, 
even if I had come just for the 
week’s conference, returning home imme- 


O°] coming the blessing has warranted 


_diately afterward. God’s Holy Spirit has 


blessed me in a wondrous way through the 
V. L. messages, In my note book I penned 
the following{ ‘I claim that sin shall not 
have dominion over me, by faith, because 
God says it is true. Signed—7-18-36.’” 

The experience of this young man is 
typical of hundreds of others who, at Amer- 
ica’s Keswick last summer, found it pos- 
sible really to believe God concerning some 
vital need of their lives and then returned 
home rejoicing. 

How wonderful it is that in recent years 
God has raised up Christian life confer- 
ences in so many parts of the land where 
hungry-hearted Christians can hear the 
truth as it is in Christ from godly, able 
teachers of the Word! Perhaps no other 
development in the life of the Church in 
these last days has accomplished so much 
as these conferences, where there is a real 
seeking after God and a knowledge of his 
will through his Word. 


“Where God Speaks to Hearts” 

The beautiful surroundings of America’s 
Keswick, among the evergreens and be- 
side quiet little lakes which reflect the 
handiwork of God, provide an ideal setting 
for such conferences. More than that, the 
very property at Keswick has belonged to 
the Lord for forty years, and many sense 
the fact immediately upon entering the 
grounds, either by train or by car, that 
truly the Lord dwells in this place in a 
special way. Hundreds of people have 
spoken of Keswick as “the nearest spot 
to Heaven on earth,” and a place “where 
God speaks to hearts.” 

The deeply spiritual character of these 
conferences, with a message free from 
“isms” or extreme positions, yet true to 
the Word of God, has made them sought 
after by people from all over the land and 
from churches of almost all denominations. 

Young people especially are attracted to 
Keswick, not only because of the good 
times which the swimming, boating, tennis, 
baseball, and other sports offer, but also 
because the teaching is practical, simple, 
and definite, proclaiming a life that really 
satisfies. The message of Keswick centers 
in Christ himself and brings hope to the 
weakest believer who may have suffered de- 
feat under the bondage of besetting sin. 

God alone knows the full result of those 
most remarkable conferences of the past 
summer, with such manifestations of his 
power and presence as some of us can never 
forget. We seemed to stand, as it were, 
at the very portals of Heaven during some 
of those days, as the Word was opened and 
the truth revealed through the power of 
the Spirit. It was a stirring sight in some 
meetings to see as many as twenty-five 
young people standing, on the invitation to 
receive Christ as Saviour; still more in 


“1 shall always praise God. for a 
Christian friend who brought me to 
Keswick this week. I came for a good 
time. The first few days I had a miser- 
able time, but I do praise him now 
that he spoke to my heart, convicting 
me of my sins and my great need of 
him, and I go home surrendered ab- 
solutely to his will and ready to go 
where he wants me to go and do what 
he wants me to do.” 


Hundreds of other delegates gave 
just this same sort of testimony at the 
Say-So meetings at the close of each 
of the conferences at Keswick last 
year. Mr. Raws’ article will bring back 
many happy memories to those who 
attended the conferences in 1936, and 
at the same time it is a foretaste of the 
feast of good things planned for this 
coming summer. A list of the nine con- 
ferences to be held this summer, with 
the dates, will be found on this page. 








other services utterly surrendering their 
lives to the Lord; and we shall never for- 
get the long lines of young people standing 
in front of the platform after they had 
said, “Here am I, Lord; send me.” 

Shall we listen to just a few nuggets 
of truth gleaned from messages heard from 
the platform last summer : 


“Whenever in the past science and the 
Bible have differed, the Bible thas always 
proved to be right. Science once said the 
earth was flat—the Bible said it was 
vounG: ...- 3 

“Voltaire said, ‘Twelve fishermen founded 
Christianity —I’ll show how one French- 
man can overthrow it.’ Bibles are being 





This Summer's Conferences 
at America’s Keswick 








Memorial Day ........ May 28-31 
Students and Young People 

June 19-27 
SMa PORTE 6 5.66 ob scare oss July 2-5 
Ministers ...... sails wae. erete July 6-9 
Gipineral so. ois ops ees July 10-18 
Young People ... . July 24 to Aug. 1 
MEMOIR 65-07 5190's oversee Aug. 7-15 
Young People ........ Aug. 21-29 
PS ee era Sept. 3-6 


An attractive folder, showing beauti- 
ful photographs of Keswick and giving 
full information as to speakers, accom- 
modations, registration, rates, and direc- 
tions for reaching Keswick by train or 
automobile, will be sent upon request. 
Communications should be addressed to 
the Victorious Life Testimony, 506-509 
Commonwealth Building, Twelfth and 
Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 
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printed today in Voltaire’s old house.”— 
I, H. Linton. 


“Anything which controls your life is 
an idol.".—Dr. Howard Kelly. 


John 3:8.—“We can’t explain the birth 
from above, but we know the effects of it. 

Romans 8: 11.—‘‘God’s plan in the mo- 
ment of temptation is to have the super- 
natural power of the Holy Spirit do what 
I cannot do in the natural and as I am 
yielded to Him to produce the fruit of 
the Spirit. ... 

“We surrender because we have been 
rebels. . .. 

“You may choose whether you are to 
be saved or not, but you have no right 
to choose whether or not you will sur- 
render. . . 

“The first declaration of independence 
happened in the Garden of Eden.”—Dr. 
Robert C. McQuilkin, 


Keswick’s Foundation — the Bible 


“The first man brought his race out of 
life and led them down into death. The 
Second Man brought his race out of death 
and has led them back to life... . 

“It takes the Book of Revelation to com- 
plete the story begun in Genesis.”—Dr. 
Robert Ketcham. 


“Christians are not made—they are 
born. Christians are created. Until you 
are born again, the Scriptures are a closed 
book to you.... 

“If you are filled with yourself you are 
not filled with the Spirit... . 

“The Bible is unlike every Book in the 
world in that God is the Author. The 
Bible is like every book in the world in 
the fact it must be read by every one 
who is to know its message... . 

“Every ungracious word and act grieves 
the Holy Spirit... . 


“Is there anything in your life which © 


takes precedence over Christ?”—Bishop 
William Culbertson. 


“The purpose of Keswick is to show peo- 
ple how to stay free. Satan seeks to hold 
people in bondage; to draw them back if 
they find the way. to freedom... . 

“The Holy Spirit is the Representative 
of God the Father and God the Son in your 
life. . . 

“Praise is the secret of victory — faith 
must praise.”—L. L. Legters. 

“All the power of the Godhead is ours. 

“The Holy Spirit not only gives light 
but also gives sight... . 

“God expects you to expect him to keep 
you from sin.... 

“Paul’s praying was certain proof he had 
lost all confidence in Paul or in the flesh 
—Jesus only now.”—Canon F. E. Howitt. 

“We are a colony of Heaven—our 
homeland is there.”—Harry Stam. 


1 Corinthians 2:10, 11.—“The Spirit of 


__God alone knows the Word of God. ... 
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“Not three Gods in one Person, but three 
Persons in one God. ... 

“The work of the Holy Spirit is to bring 
to perfection what God has done... . 

“When men are dead spiritually they 
have lost all semblance of likeness to God.” 
—J. E. Cousar, 


“The glory of the Lord became Paul’s 
supreme aim. What are you so busy about, 
Paul, why go so hard? ‘I’m after the 
glory of the Lord’... 

“The only real distress is when I do 
not know what He wants. ... 

“The matter of becoming a Christian is 
perfectly optional, but after a man has re- 
ceived Christ Jesus, he is then duty bound 
to obey him. ... 

“A young girl after surrendering said, 
‘I’ve been wondering where my want te 
went to.’ ”—Harold Laird. 

“A normal Christian is an indwelt Chris- 
Gam. i5 

“A normal Christian is one who bears 
i: 

“IT have no right to hate Modernists 
much as I hate Modernism. They may 
hate me, but I have no right to hate them.” 
—Dr. William Wrighton. 


“The more I grow in grace, the less I 
am in love with myself. ... 

“The moment a soul is born again he is 
just as dear to the heart of God as His 
own Son... 

“My union with Christ can never be 
broken; my communion can be broken by 
even one sin. ... 

“The less we have to be proud of, the 
more proud we are about it."—Dr. Isaac 
Page. 

From these few statements, it is easy to 
understand how God speaks to hearts at 
Keswick. The deep, rich Bible studies, 
the heart-stirring missionary messages, and 
the powerful, yet simple and convincing 
presentations of a life of victory, in the 
Victorious Life hours, seem to fill one’s 
cup to overflowing and bring us to a place 
where God can begin to use us as real 
channels of blessing. Little wonder, is it, 
that so many lives are transformed with 
such vital truth from God’s Word, given 
in the power of the Spirit by men of God, 
backed up by so much intercession and 
prayer, and proclaimed in a place which 
for nearly forty years has been set apart 
for God? 

But suppose, for a few moments, we 
imagine ourselves in the Auditorium at 
Keswick during one of those heart-stirring 
Say-So meetings of last summer, in some 
of which there were more than one hun- 
dred testimonies. We note the joy and 
new hope shown in the very faces of those 
who speak, and in the words of praise and 
thanksgiving as they are uttered from over- 
flowing hearts: 


“When I came here I was a defeated 
Christian. I was shown this week that I 
must utterly yield to Him. Now my life 
verse is, ‘To me to live is Christ.’ ” 


“I don’t think I’ll ever stop praising God 
for bringing me here. I thought I was 
saved, but Tuesday night in the meeting 
I was shown that I was not saved. I know 
now, and am going home in his strength — 
‘Christ liveth in me.’ ” 


“Since I came to Keswick the Lord has 


probed deep in my heart, and I have sur- 
rendered all to him.” 
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“I praise God that here five years ago 
I prayed my first prayer, the publican’s 
prayer. He has led me since to a Bible 
Institute, and my wife and I graduated 
from there. We trust he will lead us to 
the Kentucky mountains.” 


“I thank the Lord for the new revela- 
tion of himself and for the deepening love 
for his Word.” 


“I do want to praise the Lord for our 
little prayer group at the end of the day 
most especially.” 


“I came here knowing that many things 
in my life were wrong. I wasn’t in Kes- 
wick very long before I knew what the 
trouble was. I am going home trusting in 
the strength of my victorious Lord.” 


But, some one may ask, “Do these results 
last?” May I quote from two of the many 
letters speaking of the faithfulness of the 
Lord since the conferences: 


“About a year ago, I felt in my heart 
that I must know the Lord better if I were 
to continue in the ministry. In a rather 
remarkable way the Lord led us to change 
our vacation plans and to make reserva- 
tions at Keswick. I have never felt’ the 
presence of the Lord so much in my preach- 
ing and in my personal life as I have since 
the conference. It may all be summed up 
in these words: ‘My life has been trans- 
formed into a new life in Christ.’ Thank 
God for Keswick.” 


‘It is hard to realize in a way that the 
summer is over and the joyous time at 
Keswick only a memory. But it is truly 
more than a memory, for the Lord who 
made each day a new, precious experience 
in himself is still the most wonderful real- 
ity in my life. God is faithful.” 

A Christian Science teacher and healer 
reluctantly accompanied a friend to one of 
the summer conferences. The power of the 
Word itself brought deep conviction, and, 
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after a terrific struggle, that hungry soul 
rested in the risen Son of the living God 
as Saviour, Lord, and Life. A living tes- 
timony in that liberated one still continues. 

A native of the Philippines was so stir- 
red in the missionary service one Friday 
evening that he was filled with a deep 
longing to go back to his people with the 
message of life. 

It was Dr. Jonathan Goforth’s last con- 
ference at Keswick as a missionary 
speaker, although none of us _ realized 
that this radiant, energetic saint of God 
was within just a few days of being 


called into the presence of. the One 
for whom he had been a_ veritable 
bondslave. He had become totally blind, 


but we seemed to forget that fact as 
he poured out the message of his heart 
and spoke of his vision of a lost world. 
Holding up his precious Bible one morning 
in the missionary hour he said: “It was 
lost in our journey—TI’ve just gotten it 
back. I can’t see it, but I love to hold it.” 
Then, out of his sleep one night, a little 
later, God called him Home. 

One of the most memorable messages 
of the summer was given one Sunday 
morning by Dr. Robert T. Ketcham of 
Gary, Ind., on the subject “Hallelujah.” 
Heaven itself seemed to come down that 
morning and the glory of the Lord filled 
the Auditorium, until we were all reluctant 
to go out at the call for the noon meal. 

Labor Day seemed to bring the climax 
of the summer in record-breaking attend- 
ance and poured-out blessing. Nearly 
seven hundred people crowded into Keswick 
for the last day of the conference season. 
Nearly six hundred united in that most 
blessed communion service following the 
closing message on the Lord’s Return. The 
greatest summer season had ended, but its 
results will continue through eternity. 

Keswick, N. J. 
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Do the Children Understand the Offering? 


By Irene M. Cudlipp 














RS. WHITE dismissed the Primary 
M Department. After the others had 

left and the noise had _ subsided, 
she was astonished to see six-year-old 
Jim in his seat, waiting quietly. 

“Are you waiting for some one?” she 
asked, 

“No, ma’am,” he answered laconically. 

She hesitated, wondering what could be 
the trouble, then ventured, “Could I help 
you?” 

“I’m waiting for my paper,” he answered 
simply. 

“Oh, I am sorry, but didn’t you get your 
paper ?” 

“Yes’m, I have one, but I brought a 
nickel this morning.” 

She gasped in astonishment, realizing 
that Jim, who had received one paper each 
Sunday when he brought a penny, was 
demanding more papers for the nickel con- 
tribution. She had failed to give the chil- 
dren under her care a real understanding 
of the fact that their offering was-a gift 


unto God. Her negligence was depriving 
Jim of more than she could measure. 

Is our offering made unto the Lord? 
Greater than the appeal of any cause is 
the fact that our gift is a material expres- 
sion of a spiritual reality; it is an outward 
evidence of an inward feeling and rela- 
tionship. Prayers and praise may cost 
little, but what a test of love this offer- 
ing is! “Give unto the Lord the glory 
due unto his name: bring an offering, and 
come before him: worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness” (1 Chron. 16: 29). 

The offering is not only a recognition of 
a relationship to God, it is a tribute to his 
character and authority; it recognizes his 
Kingship, and represents the attitude of 
his subject. 

Is our offering received as an act -of 
worship? Beyond this, are our pupils 
taught the importance of the offering as 
an expression of love and relationship 
toward God? 


(Continued 2” Sage 286) 
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God’s Greatest Sign —the Jew 


The eighth article in the series by the Editor on Bible Prophecy 











(Continued from the second page) 
persistent, and continued apostasy in spite 
of her exalted favor in God’s sight and pur- 
pose. The long chapter in Deuteronomy 
28 sets down these predicted blessings and 
cursings, Many of the blessings came to 
istael under David and Solomon — but 
not all, for they yet await the return of 
Israel’s Messiah, and Israel’s turning to 
him. Many of the tragic, desolating judg- 
ments have fallen upon Israel, and are 
striking again in the white heat of revived 
and increasing anti-Semitism. 

Has ever another people, for example, 
known any such judgment and desolation 
as this? “And the Lord shall scatter thee 
among all people, from the one end of the 
earth even unto the other; and there thou 
shalt serve other gods, which neither thou 
nor thy fathers have known, even wood 
and stone. And among these nations shalt 
thou find no ease, neither shall the sole 
of thy foot have rest: but the Lord shall 
give thee there a trembling heart, and 
failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: and 
thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; 
and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt 
have none assurance of thy life: in the 
morning thou shalt say, Would God it 
were even! and at even thou shalt say, 
Would God it were morning! for the fear 
of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, 
and for the sight of thine eyes which thou 
shalt see” (Deut. 28: 
64-67). This proph- 
ecy has been fulfilled 
with poignant fidelity 
in Spain and Russia 
in earlier times, and 
in Germany today. 

But the greatest 
heart-break comes in 
the realization that 
God’s highly favored 
and uniquely chosen 
people Israel have not 
yet had their worst 
sufferings. For their 
worst and greatest 
apostasy, as predicted 
in the Scriptures, is 
still ahead. When their 
Messiah came to them, 
they rejected and cru- 
cified him. He said to 
them plainly: “I am 
come in my Father’s 
name, and ye receive 
me not: if another 
shall come in his own 
name, him ye will re- 
ceive” (John 5:43). 
That “other” is yet to 
come, the Beast or 
World-Emperor, who 
will be received and 
worshiped by the Jews 
as their Messiah, and 
also as divine by most 
of mankind. This will 
call down the awful 
judgments of the 
Great Tribulation, in- 









STILL EMPTY 


volving the whole earth but distinctively 
“the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7; 
see Scofield Reference Bible, note on Rev. 
7:14). 

Turning back again to Israel’s Old Tes- 
tament experience, we find her apostasy 
predicted by Moses even before she entered 
the land (Deut. 31: 16-20) ; and then, many 
centuries later, came predictive warnings 
from the prophets, including the detailed 
prophecy of her seventy-year captivity in 
Babylon (Jer. 25:11). 

The return from the Babylonian cap- 
tivity after the seventy years is predicted 
with equal definiteness- (Jer.. 25: 12), and 
the fulfillment of this prophesied return 
is recorded (2 Chron. 36:23; Ezra 1:1; 
Dan. 9). 

There is a midnight darkness in these 
prophetic pictures of Israel, and there is 
a noonday brightness. But the bright and 
glorious prophecies more than offset the 
dark and tragic ones. “Hath God cast 
away his people? God forbid” (Rom. 11: 
1). One of the greatest prophecies in 
all the Bible,—and it was uttered by in- 
spiration more than two and a half mil- 
lenniums before the event, which has not 
yet come to pass, is this: “Therefore, be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
they shall no more say, The Lord liveth, 
which brought up the children of Israel 
out of the land of Egypt; but, The Lord 
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liveth, which brought up and which led the 
seed of the house of Israel out of the north 
country, and from all countries whither I 
had driven them; and they shall dwell in 
their own land” (Jer. 23:7, 8). 

We are beginning to see Israel’s return 
to the Land in unbelief, as the notable 
series of articles by George T. B. Davis, 
published in THE Sunpay Scuoot Times 
in 1935, showed with convincing power.4 
The next article in this series will discuss 
Zionism and its relation to Bible proph- 
ecy. 

For even the great tribulation, “the time 
of Jacob’s trouble,” will not destroy God's 
people Israel. In the very verse that tells 
us of the coming of this great tragedy, 
when Jeremiah exclaims: “Alas! for that 
day is great, so that none is like it,” the 
prophet continues: “But he [Jacob] shall 
be saved out of it. For it shall come to 
pass in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, 
that I will break his yoke from off thy 
neck, and will burst thy bonds, and 
strangers shall no more serve themselves 
of him: but they shall serve the Lord their 
God, and David their king, whom I will 
raise up unto them. Therefore fear thou 
not, O my servant Jacob, saith the Lord; 
neither be dismayed, O Israel: for,-lo, I 
will save thee from afar, and thy seed from 
the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall 
return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, 
and none shall make him afraid. For I 
am with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee: 
though I make a full end of all nations 
whither I have scattered thee, yet will I 
not make a full end of thee” (Jer. 30: 8- 
II), 

Let us thank God for this prophecy, and 
for Paul’s sure word: “And so all Israel 

shall be saved: as it is 





written, There shall 
come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and _ shall 
turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob: for this is 
my covenant unto 
them, when I shall 
take away their sins” 
(Rom. 11:26, 27). 
Do you know any 
Jews today? Do you 
love them? If they do 
not yet know their: 
Messiah and Saviour, 
are you praying for 
them, asking God to 
save them for. Christ's 
sake that they may be, 
like Paul, “born out of 
due time’? (1 Cor. 
15:8.) For, let us 
never forget, the Jew 
is the apple of God's 
eye. “For thus saith 
the Lord of hosts he 
that toucheth you 
toucheth the apple of 
his eye” (Zech. 2:8). 
And the time is com- 
ing when any Gentile, 


1 Now published in the 
book, “Rebuilding Pales- 
tine according to Proph- 
ecy,” with many full- 
page illustrations from 
recent photographs in 





Palestine;;) The Million 





“For the children of Israel shall abide many days 
without a king.”—Hosea 3:4 


Testaments Campaigns, 
1505 Race Street, Phila- 
delphia; 25 cents paper, 
50 cents cloth. 
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any man anywhere, who knows a Jew will 
be proud of it! The Jew will be the most 
admired, the most sought after, the most 
beloved and lovable, of all the men of earth. 
“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; In those 
days it shall come to pass, that ten men 
shall take hold out of all languages of the 
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt 
of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go 
with you: for we have heard that God is 
with you” (Zech. 8:23). 


Do the Children 
Understand the Offering? 


(Continued from page 284) 


Do our pupils understand the causes to 
which they give?—Recently a group of 
Primary superintendents were discussing 
whether children should be told about the 
causes for which they give, or not. 

Mrs. Gray, a widow, went back to her 
department the next Sunday, and asked 
before taking the offering, “Children, 
where do you think this money goes?” 

A six-year-old boy raised his hand to 
reply. 

“All right, John, you tell us,” she said. 

“I guess it goes to keep you,” he an- 
swered. “You must need it.” 

Mrs. Gray began a systematic series of 
careful explanations suited to this group. 
‘Children often have other difficulties con- 
“cerning the offering that a wise leader 
can find and clarify for them. A son of 
a minister was putting his offering in an 
envelope. He stopped, and turned to his 
mother, asking, “Mother, why should I 
take money to church when Daddy just 
brings. it right home again?” 

Another Christian worker said, “When 
I was a small child I used to wonder how 
my offering could be taken to the Lord.” 

Five-year-old John continually spent his 
offering on the way to Sunday school. Miss 
Mary spent much time thinking what would 
be best for her to do. She decided to 
try to make the offerings attractive. Now 
she carefully plans her appeals, making 
them simple and definite. For example, 
part of the money goes to the running ex- 
penses of the church. In the winter the 
little people give “to keep the church warm 
so our friends can be comfortable when 
they worship God.” Now John seldom 
spends his offering money before he ar- 
rives at Sunday school. 


Do we help our boys and girls to desire 
to give?—Recently at one of our summer 
conferences for boys and girls twelve to 
sixteen years old we had the joy of plan- 
ning a special offering. The leaders wished 
to give the students an opportunity to 
select the object of this offering, so they 
presented special causes of their denomi- 
nation. The boys and girls chose a Brazil- 
ian orphanage. 

Mrs. Crouch was chosen to handle this 
offering. She told the children in a most 
attractive way about the orphanage, de- 
scribing intimate details of the life of chil- 
dren of their own ages. Each boy or girl 
was given one of the boys or girls of 
the orphanage as a prayer friend, with the 
picture of the prayer friend and some in- 
formation about him. 

The boys and girls became greatly in- 
- terested in their prayer friends and adults 
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were astonished at the amount of money 
received. 


Arve we helping children to make their 
own gifts?’—The gift should be the child’s 
own, One Christian lady says: “When 
I was a child, we lined up on Sunday 
morning, all seven of us, to receive the 
proper amount, according to age, for our 
Sunday offerings. It was Dad’s offering, 
carried by proxy. Think of the experiences 
of which he unwittingly robbed us.” 

The child can learn many things through 
giving his own money. He should learn 
to give systematically. For this teaching 
is necessary. The use of regular envelopes 
for each child in the Sunday school is a 
help in establishing regular giving. 

What attitudes are we developing ?—Be- 
cause of our need, do we not often think 
too much of the amount given in compari- 
son with some of the other factors to be 
considered? “For God loveth a cheerful 
giver’ (2 Cor. 9:7). 

The small rural church was so poorly 
equipped that the Beginners and Primaries 
were in the same room. As the children 
entered their faces were radiant. Each 
brought a bouquet of flowers. One little 
boy, John, brought some wild flowers that 
he had picked himself, including some 
stray grass, but his face was reflecting 
the joy he felt in his gift, too. The chil- 
dren went into the church auditorium. 
There the teacher with their help arranged 
the flowers around the pulpit. Each little 
face shone with the happiness of giving. 
If we wish to train a child to give, we 
must help him to get pleasure in the giving. 
“Do we remember to make reports of 
the use of money? One has a right to the 
satisfaction that comes from a report of 
the wise use of a sacrifice he has made. 
For the little folk, this must be definite 
and concrete. 

We must give the offering its proper 
importance in a service. The way the 
offering is handled can be a vital factor 
in a child’s later attitude toward giving. 
The importance of giving will be cata- 
logued in his mind probably by the way 
his gift is made and received. 


Give boys and girls the joy of sacrifice 
in giving.—No child will ever grow unself- 
ish unless he is given opportunities to act 
in an unselfish way. We learn to be 
sacrificial by sacrificing. 

At a camp conference recently a group 
of Intermediates were told of the needs 
in the mission field. A wise leader said, 
“Now we have heard; what shall we do 
about it?” The group suggested that they 
make a real sacrifice and give. They de- 
cided to stay away from the conference 
canteen for one whole day, and give their 
usual expenditures there to the fund. Later 
that sacrificial offering was dedicated to 
the Lord. 


Let us be careful about ostentation in 
giving —“Let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doeth” (Matt. 6:3). Some- 
times workers resort to questionable means 
when the emphasis is placed on the amount 
given. 

In one school there was a contest for 
the largest amount given by the different 
boys and girls and their classes. One little 
girl pledged $5, but she never parted with 
the $5. She made quite a show of this 
$5 previous to the time for the last col~ 
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lection, but made rather trifling excuses 
when asked by her teacher about her gift. 
The teacher asked in desperation, “What 
shall I do?” 

Was the fault with the school or with 
the child? The leaders made a mistake 
in developing undesirable attitudes. 


Let us produce the right attitude toward 
the object of gifts—There is too much of 
a tendency among Christian people to ~ 
have a feeling of superiority when they 
give. We need to begin with the smallest 
tot in our Sunday school and make sure 
that we teach him that we only share 
what God has given us. 

Let us plan carefully for the handling 
of our Sunday school offerings, using 
wisely these effective opportunities for 
training in Christian character. Let us re- 
member that all of the time we are forming 
in the children attitudes toward the offer- 
ix of the Lord, whether we realize it or 
not, and that our negligence can have seri- 
ous consequences. Each offering should 
be considered apart from its monetary value 
and carefully planned as a teaching experi- 
ence, 

RicHMonp, Va. 


Finding Time for Personal Letters 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


ERSONALLY written letters are so 

much better than cards or form letters 
that we always like to use them in our 
Sunday school whenever we can. But when 
there is a large enrollment this sometimes 
becomes impossible. 

I have tried sitting down some stormy 
day and writing from six to ten letters 
at a single sitting. A few are letters of 
condolence and a few are for birthday and 
other anniversaries and some are for sick 
members. They are left unfinished, and 
without date and salutation. When I need 
one a very few words will give it the per- 
sonal note, date and salutation are added, 
and the letter is ready to go in about one 
minute. I even fold them, put them in 
envelopes, and stamp them as fast as they 
are written. 

A couple of young girls, who spend an 
evening with me now and then, help me 
write birthday letters. We know when 
the birthdays come, so we each know to 
whom we are writing, though we may 
do all the birthday letters for four or five 
weeks to come at that one meeting. These 
are dated, stamped, and addressed so that 
we can mail them one day before the birth- 
day. I can always find time to mail my 
letters. 

Christmas and Easter greetings can be 
written in spare time and addressed so they 
can contain a personal message for each 
time. 

Letters for the sick and bereaved cannot 
be done in any such wholesale fashion, but 
a few very carefully planned letters can 
be kept ready for the addition of a per- 
sonal line or two. 

When the group is large, cards or form 


, letters may be used for part of your com- 


munications one year, with letters for the 
rest. Then the next year a change may 
be made, and cards sent to those who had 
letters on similar occasions the “previous 
year. 


Boutper, Coto. 
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LESSON 5. MAY 2. ABRAHAM A MAN OF FAITH 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 11:27 to 20:18; printed text, Genesis 12:1-9, 13:14-18 


Golden Text.— By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive 
: for an inheritance, obeyed.— Heb. 11 8 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Genesis 12: 1-9; 13 : 14-18 


Kinc James VERSION 


Gen. 12:1 Now the Lorp had said unto Abram, Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

4 So Abram departed, as the Lorp had spoken unto him; and 
Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old 
when he departed out of Haran. 

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and 
all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they 
had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of 
Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. 

6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, 
unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 

7 And the Lorp appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed 
will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lorn, 
who appeared unto him. 

8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of 
Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai 
on the east; and there he builded an altar unto the Lorp, and called 
upon the name of the Lorp. 

9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 


13:14 And the Lorp said unto Abram, after that Lot was sep- 
arated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place 
where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and west- 
ward: 

15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed for ever. 

16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that 
if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed 
also be numbered. : 3 

17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the 
breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. i 

18 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the 
plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto 
the Lorp. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Gen. 12:1 Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto 
the land that I will show thee: 2 and I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and be 
thou a blessing: 3 and I will bless them that bless thee, and him 
that curseth thee will I curse: and in thee shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed. 4 So Abram went, as Jehovah had spoken 
unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and 
five years old when he departed out of Haran. 5 And Abram took 
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance 
that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; 
and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the 
land of Canaan they came. 6 And Abram passed through the land 
unto the place of Shechem, unto the toak of Moreh. And the 
Canaanite was then in the land. 7 And Jehovah appeared unto 
Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there 
builded he an altar unto Jehovah, who appeared unto him. 8 And 
he removed from thence unto the mountain on the east of Bethel, 
and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Ai on the east: 
and there he builded an altar unto Jehovah, and called upon the 
name of Jehovah. 9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward 
the * South. 

13:14 And Jehovah said unto Abram, after that Lot was sep- 
arated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place 
where thou art, northward and southward and eastward and west- 
ward: 15 for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed for ever. 16 And I will make thy seed as the 
dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, 
then may thy seed also be numbered. 17 Arise, walk through the 
land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for unto thee will 
I give it. 18 And Abram moved his tent, and came and dwelt by 
the *oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built there an altar 
unto Jehovah. 

2Or, terebinth. *Heb., Negeb, the southern tract of Judah. 

* Or, terebinths. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College . 


Approach to the Lesson 


LEVEN chapters of Genesis (1:1 to 
E 11:26) are given to the human race 

as a whole, recording creation, the 
fall of man, the flood, the nations, and their 
scattering; then nearly fourteen chapters 
(11:27 to 25:11) are given to the record 
of one man, Abraham. When the Jewish 
enemies of Christ were disputing the 
supreme claims of the Lord, they asked 
him: “Art thou greater than our father 
Abraham? ... whom makest thou thyself?” 
(John 8:53). What made Abraham so 
transcendently important in the Scripture 
revelation? He was not a great writer, 
nor a great leader of men, nor a great 
orator, as was Moses. He was not a great 
king, nor a great general, nor a great 
statesman, nor a great poet and musician, 
as was David. Yet with him God began 
a new era. The centuries of the world’s 
early history may be summed.up in the 
words: “From Adam to Noah, from Noah 
to Abraham, from Abraham to Moses.” 
Let us study to learn the secret of this 
man whom God called “Abraham my friend” 
(Isa. 41:8; 2 Chron. 20:7). 


The Historical Setting 
Abraham’s birth may be put at about 
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2000 B. C. His call may be dated 10921 
B. C., when he was seventy-five years old. 
The destruction of Sodom occurred twenty- 
four years later (Gen. 17:1; 18:10, 22). 
Verse by Verse 

Genesis 12:1.—The Lord had said unto 
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
house. A call to separation from three 
of the dearest earthly ties. This evidently 
refers to the first call, when Abram was 
in Ur of the Chaldees (11:31), as indi- 
cated in Acts 7:2, 3. 

Verse 2—I will make of thee a great 
nation, An unconditional promise. How 
gloriously fulfilled! Israel has been the 
greatest nation, and will be yet greater. 
Make thy name great. See Approach to 
the Lesson. 


Verse 3.—I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee. All 
who are on God’s side will bless Abraham. 
Those who curse him bring on themselves 
the just judgment of God. This applies 
to the nations today that are cursing Is- 
rael. Jn thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed. See Special Topics. 

Verse 5.—They went forth to go into 
the land of Canaan. A journey of about 
400 miles. And into the land of Canaan 
they came. In contrast to 11: 31. 

Verse 6.—Unto the place of Sichem. 


Shechem (the modern Nablus), about thirty 


miles north of Jerusalem; famous in Is- 
rael’s history (Deut. 27: 1-14; Josh. 8: 
33; 1 Kings 12:1). The plain of Moreh. 
A grove in which was an oak tree, named 
for Moreh, an “archer”; or perhaps he 
was the owner. 


Verse 7—The Lord appeared unto 
Abram, ... There builded he an altar unio 
the Lord. In the midst of the heathen, 
Abram is worshiping the true and living 
God. This is the second of a number of 
remarkable series of appearances of God to 
Abraham (Acts 7:2; Gen. 13:14; 15:1; 
7.2) IOs ks Sat t £2)5 

Verse 8.—On the east of Bethel, and 
bitched his tent. Some twenty miles south 
of Shechem, identified with the modern 
Beitin (cf. Gen. 28:19; 38:1). 


Genesis 13: 14.—Lift up now thine eyes, 
and look from the place where thou art. 
After Lot had lifted up his eyes and chosen 
the rich plain—and Sodom (vs. 10-13). 


Verse 15.—All the land which thou seest, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for 
ever. Another unconditional promise of 
the perpetual possession of Palestine by Is- 
rael. 


Verse. 16.—I will make thy seed as the 
dust of the earth. This is a figure of 
speech that indicates a very great poster- 
ity; an amazing promise to this: one man 
Abraham. 


Verse 18.—ZIn the plain of Mamre, which 
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is in Hebron. About twenty-two miles 
south of Jerusalem. And built there an 
altar unto the Lord. In contrast to Lot. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“Abraham — man of faith’; that was the 
glory of Abraham’s life and character. 
That is the glory of every Christian also; 
for every man who is in Christ is a man 
of faith, But Abraham stands out on the 
pages of history, and in the record of God’s 
plan of redemption, because he was the 
great pioneer in faith, There were men of 
faith before Abraham. But after the race 
had failed and was destroyed by the flood; 
after the nations had failed and were scat- 
tered from Babel, God called Abraham to 
be the father of a separated, chosen race, 
to the end that he might thus bless all 
nations. Thus he became the father of all 
who have faith in Jesus Christ. There 
is only one Gospel. There is only one 
message of salvation, the message of sal- 
vation by grace through faith. That was 
the Gospel preached to Abraham (Gal. 
3:8). Abraham was saved by grace 
through faith, Are we walking in the 
footsteps of Abraham’s kind of faith? His 
faith was real. It worked. “By faith 
Abraham . . . obeyed” (Heb. 11:8). By 
faith Abraham did all the great things he 
did. Let us live by believing God, first 
for salvation, then for everything in life. 


Lesson Outlines 
“By Faith ABRAHAM” 

1. Obeyed God’s call to the Promised 
Land (Heb. 11:8; Gen. 12). 

2. Sojourned in the Land, serving God 
(Heb. 11:9, 10; Gen. 12 to 25). 

3. Obtained the birth of Isaac, the prom- 
ised seed (Heb. 11:11, 12; Gen. 15, 17, 
18, 21). 

4. Offered up Isaac, and received him 
back again (Heb. 11: 17-19; Gen. 22). 


Wuat AsraHam’s Faith Won 
1. His own salvation, and a life of fel- 
lowship with God. 


2. A promised Nation, and a promised 
Land. 


3. Blessing to all nations through the 
promised Messiah, 


Stupyinc ABRAHAM’S CAREER 


Teachers and pupils should seek to know 
the main topic of each chapter from Gen- 
esis 12 to 25; each gives an important event 
in Abraham’s life. Then list and study 
the following: 


1. Events in his life. 2, Appearances 
of God to him. 3. Failures through unbe- 
lief. 4. Triumphs of faith. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Threefold Message. Study the nar- 
rative to find out: 1. God’s personal deal- 
ings with Abraham. 2. The place in God’s 
plan of redemption. 3. The typical mes- 
sage in the narrative. 


Abraham’s Relation to Jew and Gentile. 
When Paul sought to prove that his mes- 
sage of salvation by grace was not 2 new 
thing that contradicted God’s Word, he 
used Abraham as an example of one who 
had been saved by grace through faith. 
Abraham’s faith was reckoned to him for 
righteousness (Rom. 4:9). His faith was 
reckoned before he was circumcised, that 
he might be the father both of the uncir- 
cumcised Gentiles who believe, and of the 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


May 2.—Abraham a Man of Faith. 
Genesis 11:27 to 20:18 
. May 9.—Abraham a Man of Prayer. 
Genesis, Chapter 18 
. May 16.—The Forbearance of Isaac. 
Genesis 21:1 to 25 : 18; 26: 
May 23.—The Weakness of Esau. 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26 : 34, 353 27 : 1-46 
May 30.—The Remaking of Jacob. 
Genesis 28:1 to 33 : 20 
10. June 6.—Joseph’s Readiness for Serv- 
SR cdiessect Genesis, Chapters 37, 39 to 41 
11, June 13.—The Brotherly Love of Judah. 
Genesis 42:1 to 45:15 
12, June 20.—Joseph’s Kindness to his Kin- 
GONE | ciericeveccves Genesis 45:16 to 50:26 
13. June 27.—Messages from Genesis, 
John 1:1-5; Luke 17 : 26-32; Gala- 
tians 3:6-8; Hebrews. 11 : 1-22; 
2 Peter 2: 4-10 
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v) 








Jews who are not only circumcised in the 
flesh but who also have faith such as Abra- 
ham had before he was circumcised (Rom. 
4: 10-12). Abraham was heir of the world, 
and Christ was heir of the world (Rom. 
4:13; Heb. 1:2). - It is the blessing of 
Abraham that has come on us Gentiles 
through Christ (Gal. 3:14). The seed 
of Abraham to whom the promise was made 
was Christ (Gal. 3: 16). If we are Christ’s, 
then are we Abraham’s seed, heirs accord- 
ing to promise (Gal. 3:29). 

Israel as an earthly nation will yet pos- 
sess the land promised to Abraham. Yet 
Abraham’s eternal heritage is heavenly, 
not earthly, as Hebrews 11: 13-16 states. 


Abraham and the Law. When Paul con- 
trasted law and faith, he did not draw a 
contrast between the Old Testament and 
the New Testament. He drew a contrast 
between Abraham’s faith and the works of 
the law. God made a covenant with Abra- 
ham, a covenant of grace, preaching the 
Gospel unto Abraham, the Gospel that Gen- 
tile nations would be blessed through him 
(Gal, 3:8). The law came 430 years after 
the covenant, and it could not disannul the 
covenant (Gal. 3:17). Inheritance was 
not to come by the law, but by promise. 
The law (the Mosaic system) was added 
“till the seed should come to whom the 
promise was made” (Gal. 3:18, 19). Thus 
the law is a parenthesis between the two 
dispensations of faith. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Do we know salvation by grace through 
faith? This lesson is another glorious op- 
portunity to make clear to the pupils the 
meaning of grace and faith, and to have 
each enter into assurance of - salvation. 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reck- 
oned unto him for righteousness” (Rom. 
4:3, 23-25; Gen. 15:6). 
that? 

Are we walking by faith? We are not 
only to accept Christ and be saved by 
grace through faith; we are to live our 
daily lives by faith (Heb. 10:38; 2 Cor. 
5:7). 

Do our lives prove that our faith is real? 
James tells us that faith without works is 
dead. Paul gives the same message. Abra- 
ham proved he had real faith by his works. 
What a test was the offering up of Isaac} 


Have we done- 
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Christians are called to separation from 
the world. If we are living as the children 
of the world are living, what proof is there 
that we are in Christ? 

Are we following Abraham in his pa- 
tience? It is through “faith and patience” 


- we are to inherit the promises (Heb. 6: 


12). Abraham “patiently endured” (Heb. 
6:15). 

Let us fear the entrance of sin. After 
many triumphs of faith, Abraham failed 
in Egypt, and was rescued by the grace of 
God. After his faith reached still greater 
heights, he sinned again through untruth- 
fulness. 


Do we erect an altar wherever we go? 
What are we doing with the family altar? 
with our private altar of prayer and Bible 
study? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Are we Abraham’s seed? If not, we are 
not Christ’s (Gal. 3: 29). 


Abraham was “the friend of God.” And 
our Lord has called us friends! 


Sarah hindered Abraham when she failed 
in faith, but she gloriously helped him 
through her faith: “by faith . . . Sarah” 
(Heb. 11: 11). 


Israel’s beginning was a missionary be- 
ginning — to bless all nations; she departed 
from her beginnings; let us remember that 
the beginning of the Church of Christ was 
a missionary beginning. 


Lying is still one of the common sins 
that conquer the saints when they fail in 
faith. 


One of the things that has not changed 
since Lot’s day is man’s living for the 
things of this earth (2 Cor. 4:18). 

Abraham was a very rich man; rich men 
can live in fellowship with God provided 
they are “rich toward God” (Luke 12: 21). 


Hitler of Germany, and other Jew-haters, 
should heed the word: “Him that curseth 
thee will I curse.” 


All the would-be world conquerors have 
their eye on Palestine; but Abraham’s 
earthly seed will yet possess that land; 


Cotumsr, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT did Abraham have to give up. for 


the Lord’s sake? 


2. What four personal blessings did God 
promise Abraham? 

3. How could “all families of the earth 
be blessed” through Abraham? 

4. What disciple asked the Lord Jesus about 
rewards for forsaking all, and what was 
Christ’s answer? 

5. What interesting fact can you discover 
from a comparison of the passages devoted 
to Abraham with those given to other heroes 
of the faith in Hebrews 11? 

6. Give some significant words or phrases 
that show Abraham’s obedience and deter- 
mination. 

7. What does Bethel mean? 

8. What was Abraham’s reward for yield- 
". to Lot? 

Of what two verses on humility, in the 
Epistles, is Abraham a good illustration? 

Wkat very importa on jus- 
tification by faith refers to 5 Abrahaes ? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 292 of this issue. 


ee 
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_ Lesson for May 2 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 


ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Iilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Why They Survive.—/ will .. . curse 
him that curseth thee (Gen. 12:3). A 
Jewish research department, in twelve sec- 
tions, will form part of the Institute for 
the History of New Germany. It will be 
headed by Wilhelm Grau, and will attempt 
to study the ideology of the Jews with a 
view to ascertaining the reason for their 
survival as a nation despite their lack of 
a national home.—The American Hebrew. 
We would respectfully inform the Hitler- 
ites and their twelve “research” depart- 
ments that there is a well known book 
called the Bible which it will pay them to 
“research” exhaustively. In that Book they 
will find a verse which reads, “Thus saith 
the Lord; If heaven above can be mea- 
sured, and the foundations of the earth 
searched out beneath, I will also cast off 
all the seed of Israel for all that they have 
done, saith the Lord” (Jer. 31:37). Sec- 


4“ 


ond, we would suggest that these “re- 
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search” departments took ARR thole dQ3i, may be found in the saying of an old 


into this Book and find another verse which 
it is yet possible 
theit darkened br 


writer, who affirms that a dwelling in 


' CATIONAL BRAK prayer is not offered up to God daily 
5 ike a house without a roof, in which 


curse him that cur ORDO MgB Bibere can neither be peace, comfort, nor 


Chosen People, published by the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. Sent by Alice L. Cary, Day- 
ton, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


How Her Call Came.—So Abram de- 
parted (v. 4). As a girl I felt a strong 
call as a missionary to India, but circum- 
stances in my life seemed insurmountable 
obstacles. I was unhappy about it. One 
day in desperation I cried, “Lord, if you 
want me to go to India put the hand writ- 
ing on the wall three feet high.” Some 
weeks later I went to a missionary rally. 
The last speaker on the program was to 
show lantern slides, but the other speakers 
had consumed all his time. He said, “I 
will run my slides through without com- 
ment.” The last three slides in large let- 
ters were, “INDIA NEEDS CHRIST. 
CHRIST NEEDS INDIA, INDIA AND 
CHRIST NEED YOU.” I am leaving 
for India in a few days.—Told by Ruth 
Eicher at Missionary Rally. Sent by I. F. 
Nesbitt, Durham, N. C. 


The House Without a Roof.—There he 
builded an altar unto the Lord (v. 8). A 
Scottish laborer who was:'a Christian man 
went to work for a farmer who was not 
a believer. The latter was a liberal pay- 
master, but the former stayed with him 
only a few days. He was asked by a neigh- 
bor why he had left. “There was no roof 
on the house.” The Scotsman’s meaning 











FAITH’S NESTING-PLACE 




















safety.—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by E. M. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


When We Take the Back Seat.—And 
the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot 
was separated from him, Lift up now thine 
eyes, and look from the place where thou 
art northward, and southward, and east- 
ward, and westward (13:14). “Two men 
looked through prison bars; one saw mud, 
the other saw stars!” This is well exem- 
plified in the history of Lot and Abram. 
Lot looked around with an eye to earthly 
advantage, and he got it, but—! His was 
a downward look. What a contrast in 
verse 14 with its wonderful “after that’! 
Now God steps in,— God, who had been 
quietly watching those two men, waiting 
to see what they would do; who saw the 
generous-hearted Abram giving up his 
rights, letting Lot choose the best for him- 
self. But we never lose by taking back 
seats!—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Mrs. W. J. Garver, Washington, Pa. 


The Cost of Obedience.—By faith Abra- 
ham, when he was called to go out into a 
place which he should after receive for an 
inheritance, obeyed (Golden Text). Abra- 
ham obeyed. Pierre Barlot was a gunner 
in the fort of Mont Valerin during the 
Prussian siege of Paris. One day he was 
standing by his gun when General Noel, 
the commander, came up and leveled his 
glass at the Sevres bridge. “Gunner,” he 
said, “do you see the Sevres bridge over 
there?” “Yes, sir.” “And that little shanty 
in a thicket of shrubs to the left?” “I 
see it, sir,” said Pierre, turning pale. “It’s 
a nest of Prussians; try it with a shell, 
my man.” Pierre turned paler still, He 
sighted his piece deliberately, carefully, 
then fired it. “Well hit, my man, well hit!” 
exclaimed the general. But as he looked 
at Pierre he was surprised to see a great 
tear running down the gunner’s cheek. 
“What’s the matter, man?” “Pardon me, 
General,” said Pierre, “it was my house — 
everything I had in the world.”—From 
The Sunday-School Chronicle. Sent by 
Mamie D. Smith, Petersburg, Va. 


Refusing to Read Can’t Change the 
Bible.—To thee wili I give it, and to thy 
seed for ever (v. 15). The Courier pub- 
lishes an interesting comment from a 
Palestine missionary to the effect that the 
Arabs dislike to buy the Bible because they 
say it promises to give their land to the 
Jew, and they say that the promise to 
Abraham still holds good. They are right 
concerning the promise, but their refusal 
to buy and read the Bible will not prevent 
the fulfillment of its prophecies—From 
Prophecy. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. ze 


A man’s life is always more forcible than 
his speech; when men take stock of him 
they reckon his deeds as pounds and his 
words as pence. If his life and his doc- 
trine disagree the mass of lookers-on ac- 
cept his practice and reject his preaching. 
—C. H. Spurgeon, in the Keswick Cal- 


endar. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
pray that thou wilt give us a clear understand- 
ing of the place that faith has in thy plans for 
man. We depend so much upon work until we 
become really dependent upon works. We so 
greatly need to realize the place that faith has 
had in the lives of the heroes set forth before 
us in thy Word. Help us to see in Abram not 
his property, not his courage,- not his giv- 
ing up home and friends for a new fand, but 
his faith working out in obedience to thee. 
May we, in our day, and under the obligations 
that rest upon us rest our case with thee in 
simple faith, undisturbed by the turmoil of the 
world around us, and counting upon thee day 
by day to lead us wherever thy will may direct. 
We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Faith is such a sim- 
ple thing! ‘That’s one reason why we are 
so likely to try in our own way to get along 
without it. But faith is just stepping out 
on a bridge that you are sure you can trust. 
Faith is what a little child has when he 
reaches up a hand to his father’s in the 
woods as twilight comes on, and he is just 
a bit afraid of the coming dark. He is not 
afraid when his father’s hand gets hold of 
his. Faith is what has led the true mis- 
sionary to give up just what Abram gave 
up, —country, and friends, and home ties 
to go out at God’s call into a country that 
is new to him. God makes it so much his 
home that the true missionary, when on 
furlough in what we call the homeland, is 
forever talking about when he will go 
“home” again. If you ever hear the Hough- 
ton College Choir, as I hope you surely 
will, you will doubtless hear them sing a 
lovely song called “Resting in His Love.” 
One of the verses goes like this: 

When the cares of life oppress, 
When the sky is dark above, 
I can always find a rest 
In the shelter of His love. 
We ought to be able to sing a song of con- 
fidence like that, —a song of faith without 
having any doubt about our Father’s good- 
ness, and the shelter of his love. Let us 
pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway - 


The Faith Motive.—Get thee out of thy 
country (Gen. 12:1). I take up this note 
on a day that is printed red on the October 
calendars. Most of us forget what holiday 
it is. It is Columbus Day, made a legal 
holiday. Here in Coatesville tonight our 
Italian neighbors,—and these “Sons of 
Italy” are good neighbors and citizens, — 
will have a fine display of fireworks such 
as Uncle Sam used to have on the “Glo- 
rious Fourth” before we became “sane 
and safe.” 

After Columbus there was in Spain and 
Europe a great “Get thee out of thy coun- 
try.” In the South there were the great 
adventurers you can read about in Irving’s 
“Spanish Voyagers” and Prescott’s “Con- 
quests of Mexico and Peru.” 

In the middle you have Captain John 
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Smith and his Jamestown and Pocahontas. 
In the North you have the Puritans and 
Plymouth Rock. If the motive power of 
the Spaniards was the greed for gold you 


»* must admit the Pilgrim Fathers had no 


such incentive. 

This is a lesson on “Faith.” Faith carry- 
ing a man out of his own land into an 
unknown country. Without faith there can 
be no advancement. It is a quality God 
put into the man he made, to render him 
capable of going ahead—and into hap- 
piness, 

Abraham seems to have been given a 
double portion of the Elixir of Faith so 
that God was able to move him out of the 
Caldean sink hole. 

Abraham and Lot were not perfect. 
Abraham and Sarah could lie, Lot revert, 
but the faith of these called-out pioneers 
commands our admiration, and was pleas- 
ing to God (Heb. 11:6; Gen. 18:12, 15; 
203’, 18,42): 


“The Sure Thing.”—And into. the land 
... they came (v. 5). Of course they did! 
When God calls you to go out, you can 
be absolutely sure of your safe arrival. 

Have you ever seen the full-size models 
of the Santa Maria, the Nina, the Pinta 
of Columbus, and of the Mayflower of the 
Puritans? How would you, even in this 
day of many ‘ships, like to take a trip 
across a lonely and stormy Atlantic in 
one of these cockle shells of a ship? The 
Sanita Maria of Columbus was the only 
one that had a covered deck. 

It seems to me in contemplating Colum- 
bus on his Santa Maria and the Puritans 
on their Mayflower we see Faith drama- 
tized. “And into the land they came!” 
For all things are certain with God. Never 
forget that. But mark this, be sure your 
contemplated action is a call from Heaven 
and not from Ego. 

This sureness is to be found only upon 
your knees, and sometimes after many days. 
When found you need not worry about 
the safe arrival (Exod. 23:20; Psa. or: 
TS; s Pet... 3510 18). 

I have an old engineering friend who is, 
as I write, traveling through the South 
inspecting the great Government works on 
his own account. He is on Easy Street 
under a fine retirement salary. 

He was an important man in a great cor- 
poration. Another large company offered 
him a greatly increased salary to come with 
it. He asked me what I thought he should 
do about it. I said: 

“Old fellow, you are a Sunday school 
teacher and a faithful servant of the Lord. 
He is the only one who knows what the 
future holds. Ask him, and do not do a 
thing until you get an answer.” 

This he did for weeks. One day some- 
thing seemed to say to him too plainly to 
be mistaken, “Stay with the organization 
with which you have grown up, and forget 
the salary inducement.” 

This he did. The result was, he was just 
on the verge of advancement and never 


knew it. Was moved up to a larger sal-. 


ary, and then retired on pay, provided for 
handsomely all the rest of his days. 

The company of the big pay later failed. 
Had my friend acted on his own judgment 
he would have lost out tremendously and 
been jobless today. 

He is spending his days seeing the world. 
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Here is the moral: He trusted God and 
“into the land he came.” 

The trouble is, most of us: are so awful 
smart we do not take advantage of our 
privilege for guidance as children of -the 
Kingdom, . 


Choosing.—Lift up now thine eyes ... 
for all the land which thou seest, to thee 
wili I give it (13:14, 15). Lot fell for 
the near view, as a lot of other shortsighted 
men have done —and are still doing. And 
this sentence happens to be neither slang 
nor pun. It is too sad to be funny. It is 
nothing to laugh at when a whole fine fam- 
ily makes a wrong choice and meets dis- 
aster. Read the whole tragic story of that 
wonderful Dead Sea Valley (Gen. 19). 

Just now it is a “little gold mine” for 
the chemical company which is exploiting 
its treasures by means of the falling waters 
of the Jordan. They have dammed the 
famous river and are turning out electricity 
which is used to recover valuable chemi- 
cals from the water of the Dead Sea. 

In our boyhood days first choice on the 
ball field was determined by throwing ‘up 
a bat, catching it, and then hand over hand, 
the last hand having first choice. They do 
it now days by flipping a coin, but Midway 
boys never had the coin! 

Abraham did not bother. “Go ahead, 
Lot, my boy, take your pick.” I have 
always had a suspicion that Uncle Abra- 
ham knew his nephew well enough to be 
pretty sure of the choice he would make. 

I reckon Abraham was something like 
Old Billy McCorkle, the Chester County 
farmer who used to hold on tight to all he 
could get and who invested his money in 
County bonds instead of small towns. 
“Ruther hev the “hole county than the 
best town in it.” 

This is what God led Abraham into. Be- 
cause of his unselfishness he gained some- 
thing far superior to the best in cities. In 
the early settlement of the newly discov- 
ered continent Spain chose the cities of 
the plain where was gold and ease and 
pleasure. 

The English, under the Quaker preacher 
William Penn, came to Pennsylvania where 
it was all city-less. Penn, like Abraham, 
could in very truth lift up his eyes. Down 
yonder is Mexico, up here is Pennsylvania. 
Draw your own conclusions: 

God gives every one his choice. If you 
have the Abraham faith you will make the 
right cccision, so “lift up thine eyes”! 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Two children who are friends. 
Have cards for the Memory Verse (Gen. 
28:15a). Perhaps you get tired of having 
the verses printed every week, but do not 
forget that your children will remember 
ninety per cent of what they write. 











HESE two girls are friends. How do 

we know? For one thing, they love 
to be together. We see them walking to 
and froin school, arm in arm. Almost 
any time we see one, we see the other. 
Then they tell each other things, secret 
things that nobody else knows. How often 
we hear a girl call to another, “Come here; 




















Lesson for May 2 


I want to tell you something.” And after 
the two heads are together, they call back 
at parting, “Don’t tell anybody.” And 
they do things for each other. One of the 
first things that happens to you, when you 
find a friend, is that you have a desire to 
do something for that friend, or give him 
or her a present. 

+ But now, I want to ask you, did you ever 
hear of anyone who was called the “friend” 
of God? There was such a man, and his 
name was Abraham. 

God had spoken to Abraham from 
Heaven and told him to leave his family, 
and home, and kindred, and go into a 
strange land where the Lord would lead 
him. And Abraham obeyed God. God 
had spoken from Heaven to him many 
times, and Abraham had talked to him. 

But one day, God came in the form of a 
man, and two angels with him, to Abra- 
ham’s tent, as he sat in the tent door, 
shaded from the hot sun. As we do when 
a friend comes, Abraham welcomed them; 
and as the custom is in that country, he 
gave them water to wash their feet, and 
then he caught a calf and had it dressed 
and cooked for them. So he made a feast 
for them. And Abraham knew this was 
the Lord. 

Then these heavenly visitors ate with 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








Aaranany & NAN OF FAITH 
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Genesis 72 t= 3. 
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Abraham, and God told him a wonderful 
secret, just to him and his wife, that they 
were to have a son. .Now they were old 
and had no children, and they were thrilled 
at this promise from God. 

You can be one of God’s friends, too, if 
you will. You must believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and do what he has com- 
manded, and in John 15:14, Christ says, 
“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.” 

And Christ.is God the Son. Don’t you 
want to be a friend of God? 

Monesto, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Faith of Obedience. 
Discussion: Show the transient character 
and perishable value of every material pos- 


session the world can offer, as contrasted 
with the imperishable joys God offers. 


_ Objective: Hearing and answering God’s 

call. 

AY, fellows, in all the ages Abraham 

is a star of the first magnitude. Down 
the years of nearly four millenniums comes 
to us today the pure white light of his 
faith in God. It is priceless. As you 
look back over history you can judge the 
degree of any man’s greatness by the de- 
gree of blessing in what his life bequeathed 
to humanity. You cannot get any greater 
blessing than to appropriate Abraham’s 
plan of faith—the faith of obedience to 
God 


Abraham obeyed God's call to “Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and fromt thy father’s house, unto a land 
that I will shew thee” (Gen. 12:1). He- 
brews 11:8 tells us, “and he went out, 
not knowing whither he went.” 

That is the highest order of faith: to 
obey — “sight unseen.” True faith reaches 
out into the realm of the invisible and 
the unknown (humanly speaking). Abra- 
ham deliberately left the visible and 
launched out into the invisible. His native 
country was visible and, doubtless, dear 
to him. His kindred by the ties of blood 
meant much to him. His father’s house 
was not only a present asset, but a mate- 
rial inheritance for the future. Here he 
had the assured security of a living among 
his own people and—a career. The clear 
call of God came to him to get out and 
leave all these behind him —and for what? 
Commonsense would say —at most ‘for an 
uncertainty. Faith said, “I will stake 
everything on the promise of God to lead 
me to a land of his own choosing, there 
to bless me greatly, to make me the head 
of a great nation, to make my name great, 
and to give me the joy of being a blessing 
to all the families of the earth” (vs. 2, 3). 
For all of this prospect Abraham had only 
the word of God. He had seen nothing 
of it, tasted nothing of it, touched nothing 
of it; yet he acted upon the implicit faith 
that every one of those wonders would 
surely come to pass. He went out not 
knowing where he would arrive; but he 
believed it would be in a large place, and 
that he would have a great satisfaction in 
what God would do for him there. In all 
of this—and more—he was abundantly 
confirmed. And if Abraham is looking 
down into the world now and God is per- 
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mitting him to see both here and in glory 
the thousands of millions who have been 
inspired by his glorious example, that alone 
must make a wonderful heaven for him. 

You fellows have a similar opportunity. 
Do you realize it? God is Clearly calling 
you out to something rich and wonderful 
as a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The visible things you must relinquish 
seem very necessary and very enjoyable, 
but they are of trifling value compared to 
what God has waiting for you when you 
are willing to turn loose, burn the bridges 
behind you, and get out upon his Word 
of promise alone. Have you ever thought 
of what Abraham would have missed if he 
had decided to remain in Ur of the Chal- 
dees? What would he have amounted to 
there? What has happened to that place? 
Does anyone know of anybody outside 
Terah’s family who ever lived there? What 
became of them? The city of Ur was cov- 
ered up and blotted out by the sands of 
time. Archeologists have been digging it 
out. 

But Abraham lives—in the knowledge 
and hearts of men today; he has a high 
and honored place in God’s plan and pur- 
pose for the world. He is known as “the 
friend of God.” By example he passes to 
you a rich blessing today if you are willing 
to receive it. To do that you must, like 
Abraham, believe God’s Word to that point 
where you are willing to lay down every- 
thing you can physically see and hold and 
hear and feel — and OBEY. 

SEATTLE, WASH. 

ve 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of the Miracle Book Civb 


HE group was over at Anne’s when 

Beth came breezing in waving a let- 
ter: “It’s really here, girls, and she 
answers our question!” 

“Who answers what?” asked Hannah. 

“We wrote our missionary and asked 
her to tell us what she thinks of the obe- 
dience of Abraham.” 

“Read it!” begged Jean. 

“First, she says that we should read the 
entire record of Abraham’s life, — several 
times, from Genesis, then see all that re- 
fers to him in the New Testament, so 
that the Holy Spirit may tell each one 
of us things which only he can. She says 
some one is always pushing his own ideas 
and neglecting God’s Word.” : 

Lois agreed. “That’s a good idea. We 
act like babies that have to have some one 
spoon-feed us. I’m going to read more 
of the Word for myself.” 

“And listen to this,” said Beth, “ ‘Each 
Christian must have the very same kind of 
faith that Abraham had.’ ” 

“Oh,” Jean exclaimed, “but surely no one 
but Abraham ever has been so nearly will- 
ing to almost offer his only child.” 

“This next sentence settles you, Jean,” 
answered Beth. “Listen! ‘There was 
nothing half way about Abraham’s offer- 
ing. He was really going to put the knife 
through his own son’s heart, but God 
spared the knife from Isaac and gave it to 
God’s own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
shielded his friend Abraham.’ ” 

“How can she say that?” asked Lola, 
with a shudder. “No human being could 
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Summer Bible School Course 


ALL BIBLE-DEPARTMENTAL GRADED. 
Curriculum covering ages 4 to 13 years. 
Ten Teachers’ Manuals — One for each Grade. 
Kindergarten I, II; Primary I, II, III, IV. 
Junior I, II, 111, fV.. Price each 50c. 
Send for descriptive circular of material, 


Dept. $.S. Mennonite Publishing House, Scottdale, Pa. 


100 BALLOONS $1.00 


50 for 60c, Many shapes and sizes, 12 colors. Includes 
novelties (One a roc value). PEP For Every Parry. 
pler 5 Balloons, 2 dimes Game Book and prices free. 


WYANDOT CO. Galion, Ohio 


Somewhat to Say 
7 = J. FORCEY, Th.D., Radio Minister 
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NON-SECTARIAN TABERNACLE 
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Seven Biblical 


Signs of the Times 


By LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER, D.D. 
32 pages and cover, 20 cents 


BIBLE INSTITUTB COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street Chicago, Hl. 


THE FORT WAYNE 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 


has been training men and women for Christian serv- 
ice since 1903. Nearly 500 graduate: have left its halls 
to fill responsible posts at home and abroad. Courses 
are offered majoring in Theology, Missions, Christian 
Education, and Music. For information write for 
Catalog. Address: 


BIBLE INSTITUTE, FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 
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... Should Join With Us! 


A.Christian Society for Christian Peo- 
ple... organized not for profit but to assist 
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do such a thing if he loved his son! I 
believe that Abraham trusted God to spare 
his son.” 

“Well,” said Beth, “girls, please stop in- 
terrupting and let me read! She will 
answer you now, Lola: ‘God’s love is so 
far above our human love that we cannot 
comprehend his divine willingness to bear 
the punishment of sin in our place. The 
reason we can know that Abraham fully 
expected to kill Isaac is because he fully 
expected God to raise him from the dead. 
What a thrill it must have been to think 
that his son would be the first to be raised 
from the dead and given new life by the 
Creator of all life! My proof is in He- 
brews 11:17-19. Abraham believed that 
God could raise Isaac from the dead be- 
cause he first believed that God was able 
to keep his promise, and God had said, ‘In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called’ (Gen. 21: 
12). And in Genesis 22 we read that Abra- 
ham said to the young men who had come 
the three days’ journey with them: ‘Abide 
ye here with the ass; and I and the lad 
will go yonder and worship, and come again 
to you.’ 

“When I said that we Christians need 
to have the same kind of faith as Abra- 
ham, we must believe that our God is able 
to raise from the dead. To have a new 
life we must have this kind of faith. 

“‘The willing heart of Abraham and the 
willing heart of Christ are patterns to call 
us to worship the God who is able to take 
the dead and give them life. Let us count 
that we died when Christ died in our place, 
and then let us count that our Creator God 
is able to give us NEW LIFE in Christ.’” 

Beth paused, then continued: “The ref- 
erences she wants us to read are: Genesis 
22; Exodus 17:2, 7; Hebrews 11: 17-19; 
Daniel 12:10; James 1:2-13; Luke 22: 
31-40; 1 Peter 1: 3-9; 4:12; 1 Corinthians 
10: 9-14, and she says to count the word 
‘tempt’ as ‘test,’ and then ask ourselves 
this: ‘Is there an idol in my heart which 
I am not willing to sacrifice for Christ’s 
sake? Is there anything I dare to hold 
back from the God who has given his Son 
for me? Then read Romans 8: 32.” 

Oaxtanp, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 288) 


1. Country, kindred, and his father’s home 
se) 1). 

“I will make of thee a ny nation .. 
I will bless thee . . . make name great 
. thou shalt be a “blessing” ges 2). 

3. Through Christ, who was descended 
from Abraham (12:3; Gal. 3: 16). 

4. Peter. “Every one that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, 
and shall inherit everlasting life’ (Matt. 19: 
27-29). 

5. More verses are devoted to Abraham 
than to any other person: 8-19, 12 verses; 
or 8-12 and 17-19, 8 verses; Moses, 23-29, 7 
verses. 

6. “So Abram departed” (v. 4); “they wen 
— ... into the land of Canaan they came” 

(v. 5); “and Abram passed through” (v. 6); 

“and Abram journeyed, going on still’ (v 
9). 

7. House of God. 


8. God said to him: “All the land which 
thou seest, to thee will I give it” (13:15). 


9. James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6. 
10. Romans 4. 
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The Young People’s 
rayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 9. What Makes Happiness in the Home? 
Col. 3: 12-21. ‘ 





Sunday, May 2 
How I Propose to Make My Vocation 
Christian (Col. 3:17, 22-25; 1 
Cor. 15:10) (Vocations Day. 
Consecration meeting.) 





srce Bhd will for vs in business (Rom. 


1, 2). 
Tues.—The peaceful life in business (Rom. 
14 : 19-23). 
Wed.—Abraham’s noble example (Gen. 13 : 
I-12). 
Thurs.—The Christian’s golden rules (1 


Cor. 13:: 1-7). 
Fri.—Putting zeal into business (Rom. 12: 


11). 
Sat.—High business ideals (Eph. 4 : 25-32). 











E HAVE come to use the word 

“vocation” in the sense of daily work, 
or business, or profession. But the dic- 
tionary tells us that originally it had’ the’ 
meaning of “a calling,” or “a summons,” 
having been derived from a root which 
means “to call,” from which we also get 
our words “vocal,” and “voice.” 


% 

God’s Word has considerable to say 
about the believer’s “calling.” It is called 
a “holy” calling (2 Tim. 1:9), and also 
a “heavenly calling” (Heb. 3:1). 

It is a calling that originates in the 
will and purpose of God himself so that 
it can be called “his” calling (Eph. 1: 
28; 2 Tim. 1:9; Rom. 8: 28). 

It is a calling that is not based upon 
our own worthiness or upon our own 
works, but wholly upon God’s grace (2 
Tim. 1:9). 

It is a calling according to a definite 
plan that God has worked out for each 
individual life (Eph. 2:10). It is a per- 
fect plan and a perfect calling because 
God has created us and knows our hearts. 
He knows our capabilities and those things 
that will bring us true joy. Theréfore 
he is able to design for us that to which 
we shall by his grace be able to attain; 
that which will enrich our lives and make 
us happy; that which will enable us to 
be of greatest service in his eternal plan 
and purpose. 
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And it is good also to know that it is 
not necessary for us to be particularly 
brilliant, or to be of noble birth, or to be 
counted among the influential persons in 
our particular church or community in or- 
der to attain to the calling which God has 
for us. Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, 
told them that there were “not many wise 





A NEW AND DIFFERENT PROGRAM FOR 


MOTHER’S DAY 
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men after the flesh, not.many mighty, not 
many noble, are called: but God hath 
chosen the foolish [simple] things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty” (1 
Cor. 1:26, 27). 


But, some of us are no doubt thinking, 
this calling that the Bible talks about has 
to do especially with Christian living or 
Christian service. It includes these, it is 
true, but it also includes every other de- 
partment of our lives. God’s calling for 
you, for the moment, may be getting an 
education; or it may be working in a 
shop, or factory, or office; or it may be in 
a Bible school preparing for full time serv- 
ice. Hence Paul could write to the Colos- 
sians in the words of one of our Scripture 
lesson verses, “And whatsoever ye do in 
word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him” (Col. 3:17). 


However, lest we should presume on 
the other side, by assuming that whatever 
may be our present daily employment is 
God’s calling for us, God’s Word reminds 
us that it is possible to thwart or delay 
his calling. Paul speaks of this life in 
the terms of a race, emphasizing the de- 
termination and endurance and alertness 
that is needed in order to attain that for 
which Christ has chosen us (Phil. 3: 12; 
Heb. 12:1, 2). 

Peter warns us to “give diligence to 
make your calling and election sure” (2 
Pet. 1:10). He tells us that this dili- 
gence consists of adding to “faith virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge; and to knowl- 
edge self-control; and to self-control pa- 
tience; and to patience godliness; and to 
godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity.” 

In other words we are to seek to pat- 
tern our lives after the Lord Jesus, by 
fellowship with him, by reading and study- 
ing his Word, through prayer, and the 
like. Thus, by fellowship with him, we 
make it possible for him to lead us step 
by step, and day by day, along those paths 
he has planned for us, Whether that path 
for the moment lies through the workshop 
or the office or school, or leads to Africa 
or China, makes no difference. The im- 
portant thing is that we are in the center 
of his will for us. Then and only then can 
our vocation be truly “Christian.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Two Christian Camps: 
One for Boys and One for Girls 


(y= of the best ways for a boy or a girl 
to spend the summer is in a Christian 
camp. There they enjoy the healthful pleas- 
ures of outdoor life under the direction of 
Christian leaders. 

Deerfoot Lodge, a camp for boys, is on 
Whitaker Lake in the Adirondack Moun- 
tains. The primary purpose is to bring the 
boys to know the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, Keeper, and Master, and to in- 
spire them to Christian service. The Camp 
provides a well-rounded program of boy- 
building that will develop a rugged manli- 
ness, and send a lad home strengthened in 
spirit, soul, and body, 

There is abundant opportunity to study 
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the fascinating world of nature, to go fish- 
ing, and to learn woodcraft. There is a 
well directed program for each day. 

Kariwiyo Lodge. is a camp for girls un- 
der the same management and situated on 
the shore of Indian Lake. Here also the 
principal aim is to lead the girls to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ and to desire to 
serve him. It is ten miles from Deerfoot 
Lodge. 

The season for both camps is eight weeks, 
from July 3 to August 28. Alfred A. Kunz, 
a Christian camp leader of many years’ ex- 
perience, is the Director of Deerfoot Lodge; 
Miss Elizabeth A. McCall is the Resident 
Manager, and Mrs. Florence P. Kunz is 
the Camp Mother at Kariwiyo Lodge. At- 
tractive folders, with many pictures of camp 
life, and giving full information concerning 
the staff, location, food, program, accom- 
modations, clothing, transportation, and 
rates, may he had upon request from Alfred 
A. Kunz, 17 S. Lyle Avenue, Tenafly, N. J. 


a Children at Home } 


April Nests 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


OUR of us were on a bird-trip in 

spring. The day was gray and cold 
and rainy, but long ago we had learned 
never to let the weather interfere with a 
holiday. 

As we whirled through the outskirts of 
a large city in New Jersey, one of my 
companions told us of finding a cardinal 
grosbeak’s nest in his yard, with a full 
clutch of three eggs, on April 9, which 
he claimed was a record for that bird in 
that state. 

We were still in the city limits when a 
black duck suddenly burst out of the reeds 
and bushes of a marshy patch of ground 
not thirty feet from the road and sped 
down the sky. We stopped the car and 
investigated. There, under a little iva 
bush, was a nest hollowed out of the wet 
ground, lined with dry leaves and down 
from the mother duck’s breast, and con- 
taining five olive-colored eggs. The full 
clutch would be twelve, and by the time 
the last egg was laid the nest would be 
ringed around with a complete circle of 
soft, fluffy down. 

Our next adventure came a_ hundred 
yards farther down the road. Over in a 
flooded marsh a pair of red-wing black- 
birds were fighting desperately. Their 
crimson epaulets, bordered with gold, 
flashed back and forth among the bushes, 
and at last they both fell into the water 
and fought there, twittering and prodding 
each other with their sharp beaks. Usually 
a fight between two cock-birds ends very 
quickly in the retreat of one. This fight, 
however, was to the death. The red- 
wings struggled up out of the water and 
fought on the tops of the bushes, and 
finally went down into the reeds, still stab- 
bing and fluttering like mad things. We 
finally sent the youngest member of our 
party to the rescue. 

Wading out almost to the tops of his 
rubber boots, he finally reached the strug- 
gling birds. At his approach one flew 
away and he picked up the other one, 














“And Also to 
the Gentiles” 


@ While we are a Mission to 
the Jews, the Lord uses our 
testimony as a means of grace 
to “the Gentiles also.”” Here 
is a letter, wholly unsolicited, 
which came to one of our itin- 
erant missionaries, from a pas- 
tor with whom he had labored 
for a few days: 


“I have wanted to write you of the 
fine results of your four-day preach- 
ing mission here. Our ten Jewish 
families are more friendly and a 

proachable than ever before. My 
wife and I have been invited to 
visit in the G home. We are 
praying for the Lord’s leading and 
guidance in the course of this visit. 





“It would be unfair to you if I did 
not tell you of the wonderful way in 
which the Lord used your sermons to 
touch people. One woman was re- 
ceived into our church this morning 
who was converted to Christ during 
our Sunday morning sermon. She 
had been away from the Lord for 
an entire year, stubbornly resisting 
His will until that Sunday morning 
sermon she was awakened anew to 
her responsibility to Him. She went 
home, opened her Bible, prayed and 
wept for half an hour, and found 
her Saviour. She had been almost 
a nervous wreck, and your message 
came at a crucial time. She was a 
Gentile, and I feel will be a very 
substantial Christian. Our entire 
church was stimulated and quick- 
~ened into new spiritual life. The 
stories still keep pouring in one by 
one of the changes in this and that 
person’s life in our congregation. 


“I have come to see the tremendous 
enrichment which the Jew brings 
to enlighten the entire Bible.” 


@ This missionary is a convert | 
of our own, a godly Jewish | 
brother. Is not the Jewish } 
Mission worthwhile, when it 
can produce such results? And 
will you not covet a share in | 
such a work? 


ee ee ee 
AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, inc., 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, New York. 
Dear Friends: 


I do want a part in so God-blessed 
a ministry which reaches Jews, and 


blesses Gentiles. Hereis$..... 
May God continue to bless and guide 


you. 
Name... 
BNE 6. 6 seca ete 


Cee es ae yh 
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wounded and exhausted. Although his 
head and one wing were covered with 
bloody stabs, he seized the boy’s finger 
with his sharp bill and bit and pecked with 
all his might. After allowing him to rest 
for a few moments, we finally released 
him, and he flew away apparently not 
seriously injured. 

Beyond the scene of the red-wing battle, 
we saw four pied-billed grebe. Three of 
them were males who were making a dis- 
play before an unimpressed female. Every 
bird, like every human, has his own method 
of impressing the ladies. The brown 
thrasher in the mating season will take to 
the top of a tree and give a grand opera 
performance. Sand-hill cranes strut and 
dance and croak, and woodcocks fly up 
into the sky and sing their “vespers.” 
Those grebes paid their tribute to the fair 
by flying splashingly along the top of the 
water around and around the female, their 
white-lined tails spread out like fans. 

Beyond the grebes we left the city be- 
hind and sped southward beneath a sky 
of water-gray, past amber-colored meadows 
and purple thickets. 

At Game Creek we stopped and searched 
the flooded swamps with our field-glasses, 
hoping to add to our bird-list. One of our 
party, standing on the bridge, gave a per- 
fect imitation of the white-throated spar- 
row’s lovely song. Instantly it was an- 
swered from the depths of the swamp. Again 
and again he whistled the few strange 
minor notes which that sparrow, with his 
white throat and white striped head sings 
in ‘the early spring. Each time the unseen 
singer instantly repeated the song from the 
inaccessible fastnesses of the marsh. 

A pair of rusty blackbirds with white 
eyes, short tails, and curious split notes 
were added to our list, as well as a cow- 
bird that flew overhead giving his curious, 
gurgling call, The female cow-bird, the 
“lazy bird” of my boyhood, is’ the vampire 
who threatens the lives of all young birds 
during the nesting season. Awaiting her 
opportunity, she will drop an egg into al- 
most any unguarded nest. I have seen 
them in nests as large as that of the wood- 
thrush and as small as the round nests of 
hackled milkweed which the goldfinch 
builds in late summer. Always the young 
cow-bird hatches out first, .obtains the 
largest share of food, and eventually pushes 
his starving foster brothers and sisters out 
of the nest to perish tniserably. 

Our next step was at Heron Run. There 
we crossed a wide, barren field, searching 
for arrow points as we walked. One of 
our party found a beauty of white quariz, 
and I picked up a ruder one made of some 
softer stone. 

Beyond the field we came to a heronry 
where about a hundred and fifty great-blue 
herons, “highboys,” the natives call them, 
had made their nests and the trees were 
full of long-legged birds, perched on 
branches or squatting awkwardly on nests 
of sticks, fifty to seventy feet from the 
ground, while the air was filled with their 
discordant, cackling calls. A great horned 
owl had come in February and pre-empted 
one of the nests, and sat there undisturbed 
by all the clamor around her. We could 
see the horned head and flaring eyes of 
that fierce death-in-the-dark peering down 
at us from among the branches. 

As we sped southward toward Fort Mott, 
where we hoped to see a number .of dif- 
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ferent species of ducks, we passed a great 
marsh where the water-weed made dim, 
olive-gray shadows against patches of opal- 
escent blue. There we saw the white bill 
of a coot showing in the distance, an un- 
mistakable field-mark, while three blue- 
winged teal crossed the sky, their notes 
sounding like those of distant hylas. Then 
a- fish-crow flapped by, betrayed by his 
voice, for he said “car” instead of “caw.” 

We found our last nest of the day as 
we turned into the road which led to the 
soldiers’ monument at Fort Mott. A kill- 
deer with two black rings around her 
snowy breast pattered away from beside 
the road. We stopped the car, and there 
in a pile of cinders not three feet from the 
ruts of the road was a hollow lined with 
bits of oyster shells. In it were four 
greenish eggs, blotched with black. 

On the way home we stopped at a park 
in a little town in South Jersey, hoping to 
find there the rare nest of that Southern 
bird, the blue-gray gnatcatcher, who, be- 
fore the leaves come out, builds a nest 
thatched with lichens like that of the ruby- 
throated hummingbird. Alas and alack, 
one of the alphabetical dole organizations 
had passed through the park like a pesti- 
lence, clearing out underbrush, destroying 
bird covers, and as a last gesture of effi- 
ciency, lopping off live limbs from the 
trees. Among those lost limbs was one 
from a large oak where the gnatcatcher 
had nested for two years in succession, and 
we were unable to find any trace of either 
bird or nest among the mutilated trees. 


Haverrorp, Pa, 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
is 3 aA 

Dear Mother Ruth: I have been told that 
short hair is a sin. Will you please tell me in 
your column what you think of it? I do not 
want to do things that I shouldn’t. Will 
anxiously await your reply—A READER. 

EAR READER: In many places of 
the Bible we learn that God did not 
want women to look like men, nor men 
to look like women. In 1 Corinthians 11 
God through Paul teaches us that women 
should not be “shorn” and that long hair 
“is a glory to her.” Read verses 6 and 
15 of this chapter. 

Women are very much influenced by the 
present styles, and if the edict goes forth 
that women shall have short hair, very few 
will follow God’s Word; but we find that 
many blessings come to those who walk 
with him and have pleasure in doing those 
things that please him. So many prefer 
their own way and that which will give 
them comfort in having to spend less time 
each day in caring for their appearance. 
But when you count the time given to this 
mode of hair dressing, I am sure it will 
mount up to more time than the old way, 
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to say nothing of the cost of “permanent” 
wave. 

But the real question is, “What saith 
the Lord?” And when we find that long 
hair is a glory to the woman’s head, and 
that we are to adorn ourselves with this 
glory, if we are seeking to please God, 
no amount of style-producing pages will 
lead us to copy a man-made style of hair- 
cutting. So few consider the beginning of 
such things, and ask only the question, 
“What do J want?” And the answer they 
find in their own minds is the decision they 
make. The men who settle the question 
of style are not found among the Bible 
teachers and students of the day, so we 
as God’s children should be very careful 
to be found in appearance as he would like 
to see us, were he to come today! 

I wish you would write to the Victoria 
Book and Bible Depot, 617 Fort Street, 
Victoria, B. C., and get a leaflet called 
“Bobbed Hair,” by H. F. Boyce, at 5 
cents a copy. I quote from this booklet: 
“Why should Christian women destroy 
their hair in this foolish way because mis- 
guided, unconverted neighbors do it? How 
has this silly fad come about and who is 
the inventor? Is he not a Russian Bol- 
shevist? I quote: “The inventor of the 
bob and the shingle is in London, His 
real name is Gierplikowski. He was born 
in Warsaw and was a sculptor by profes- 
sion until under the name of Antoine of 
Paris he became famous throughout the 
world of fashion as the greatest of all hair 
dressers; and it was he who declared that 
it should be shorn and 10,000 barbers 
promptly obeyed him.” The booklet has 
much more that is most interesting. 

Also, Dr. Clifton Fowler of Denver has 
written a booklet called “The Covered 
Woman,” which can be had from the Den- 
ver -Publishing Company, Denver, Colo., 
at 20 cents a copy. Be sure to read these, 
and then go to the Lord in prayer and ask 
him what he will have you do. Then go 
“straightway” and do whatsoever he tells 
you to do, for his honor and glory? 





[ With the New Books 


Building a Christian Home. By Mar- 
tha Boone Leavell. (Baptist Sunday School 
Board, 161 Eighth Ave., N., Nashville, 
Tenn., cloth, 60 cents; paper, 40 cents.) 
“When you've left home,” said a boy just 
off to college, “you’ve left something you 
can’t find anywhere else in the world.” 
But real home-making, like any other art 
or science, cannot be successfully achieved 
without knowledge, such knowledge as 
comes only through study. Miss Leavell’s 
beautiful text takes up the meaning of 
home, of religion, and of worship; it ex- 
plains the place of authority in the home, 
and of the Bible in child-training and in 
solving youth problems, and it shows the 
home’s relation to the church and to the 
world outside. There are a number of true 
incidents which demonstrate the fact that 
Bible teaching in the home does lead the 
child to understand himself, to be consider- 
ate of others, and to become acquainted with 
God. . These are particularly fine. Em- 
phasis is placed on the need for born-again 
parents and such are shown just how to 
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lead the child to a definite acceptance of 
Christ as Saviour, Each chapter is out- 
lined and summarized for. use in group 
study. 


Guiding Junior Boys and Girls. By 
Myrtle Owens Looney. (Broadman Press, 
161 Eighth Ave., N., Tenn., cloth, 60 cents ; 
paper, 40 cents.) What difference, will 
next Sunday’s teaching hour make in the 
lives of your pupils? The answer to this 
question depends not only upon the thor- 
oughness of preparation, but upon the pro- 
gram followed and the methods used be- 
fore, during, and after the class period. To 
acquire this knowledge should be_ the 
prayerful determination of every Sunday 
school teacher. Miss Looney has felt this 
keenly, and her fine text will provide the 
very help needed. She shows first of all 
that the Junior must be led to Christ, and 
the inspired Book must be held up as the 
only measuring rule for his thinking and 
doing. Then he must be taught to under- 
stand and apply its teaching to everyday 
problems. Actual examples of such prob- 
lems are given, along with some delightful 
pictures of classroom work, wherein the 
teacher used rather than followed the Les- 
son Plan. Each chapter closes with a sum- 
mary and test questions. 
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The Month-End Conference 


HE last of the regular, winter month- 

end Victorious Life Conferences will 
be held at America’s Keswick from Fri- 
day evening, April 23, to Sunday evening, 
April 25. (The summer conferences be- 
gin with the Memorial Day Conference, 
May 28-31.) 

The conference at the end of this month 
will afford an opportunity for rest and 
spiritual fellowship, beside the lakes and 
among the pines at Keswick Grove, N. J. 
There is no registration fee, and the rate 
for board will be just $2 a day. 

’ Requests for accommodations should be 
sent to Addison C. Raws, Keswick Grove, 
N. J 
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JEHOVAH'S COVENANT PEOPLE 
By WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL 
In this study we aim to give clearly and concisely 
the testimony of the Scripture as to the past history, 
the present position, and the future destiny of the 
dered people. We outline the fulfilled and unful- 
led Jewish prophecy under four general heads : 
The People—The Land—The City— The Ki 
70 pages, paper, 25c each, 5 copies, $1.00, postpaid. 


JUST A WORD, Inc., ©*© Kerth Cisyton Street 














CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHOIR 
RVICE 


FREE SAMPLES 
New Children’s Day 
Services and 
7 ‘SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 
5 | Send for catalog of Plays Without Music 


ept. 337 W. MadisonSt 
2 Beale: 


Ror ANT 
revit 
BOOK: 











For Int’ (Uniform) S. S. Lessons NOW! 
By A. W. Pink, 

GLEANINGS Minister, Bible Teacher 

IN GENESIS and Author. 
Wri in fascinati tyle—not a “dry” ‘n the 
book, Cantalen a wealth OF material ren tee, "Exe 
ceedingly rich from a dispensational standpoint.’’—Edi- 
vor pele bet’s Select Notes. 412 pages, library cloth, 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 


837 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. 


IS IT NOTHING TO YOU 


That over 2,000,000 Jews are gathered in NewYork? That 

the work among them is aeehy sane uate? That they 

nt a wonderful field for Gospel work? That the New 

ork Jewish Mission is striving with might and main to 

reach them? That your gift, howeyer small, would heip 
this great work? 

Subscribe for its monthly “JEWISH MISSIONARY 

MAGAZINE.” $1.00 @ year. Sample | 0 cents. 


NEW YORK JEWISH MISSION 
P. 0. Bex 19, Hamilton Grange Station, NEW YORK, WH. Y. 


When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times. 























UNION LESSON HELPS 
on the International Uniform Lessons |} 
are ROOTED in the BIBLE 1 


Free from denominational bias 
or —< — Union 

os publications can wi 
Inspiring safety in any Sunday school. 
Practical ‘Thousands of schools are find- 
Ti ing them unus helpful 
umne- and interesting. may 
be the answer to the son 
Help problem in your school. 


Write today for free specimens 


American Sunday-School Urion 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 





For thinner Bibles— 


The world's thinnest India paper 
Designed for Quality Printina! 


Oy 1:1 41 91 6 


SUPER INDIA PAPER 


This beautiful paper ts thinner tronoer 


and more opaque than the thinnest papers 


heretofore available for Bible printing 


CAMBRIDGE Super India Paper is an entirely modern deve 


use sets a new standard in the production of thinner, finer 


CAMBRIDGE Bibles Nos. 11XD3 and 


21X03 are th rly Bit 


printed on this finest India Paper. Ask your book 


THE MACMILLAN CO., 





60 Fifth Av« New York 
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NEW —JUST PUBLISHED! 
AN ANNOTATED EDITION OF 


PAUL’S EPISTLE 


TO THE 


ROMANS 


With Emphasized Portions,andHelps 
OOREPARED ARED BY. "NORMAN H. CAMP 

For individual and class study, and for wide distribution. 

Everybody should read and understand Paul's letter to 

the Romans, si “me “ reveals Fou tion truth. 


Size: 3 in. x es. Convenient for pocket or 
purses 2 neat! Sawaal yp rable art stock ee Bs oe 
blue; round corners; attractive cover des 


Prices: 4c each; 40c a doz.; 75c for 25 re 
prepaid on these three quantities) ; $2.50 a | 
$20.00 a 1,000 (postage extra on ‘both cquantities). 
sample free to pastors Bible teachers, 
deme ne too 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS'N 
837 N. Wells Street, Chicago 

















Cruise to 


ALASKA 





OIN the Fifth Annual 
Christian Fellowship Alaska Cruise in July. 
Alaska is a part of our own country that we 
should all know better . . . and here is your 
chance . . . no troublesome customs, no 
passports necessary! 


We promise you strange and beautiful 
sights—interesting missionary enterprises, 
glaciers—living rivers of ice coming down 
to the sea, 3,712 miles of spectacular 
mountain panorama from your deck chair, 
enterprising modern cities, fascinating North- 
ern Lights, gold mining and salmon fisher 
ies that account for much of Alaska’s wealth. 
In addition to the wonderful Alaskan cruise, 
we will .also visit majestic Mount Rainier 
National Park on the westbound trip and 
Lake Louise and Banff in the Canadian 


If you would like 
Alaska literature 
and a copy of the 
1937 Christian Fel- 
lowship itinerary, 
please write to 





Mr. John Lane, dr., Associate Editor 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lebsons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 26 to May 2 

Mon.—Genesis 12:1-5. The Call of Abram. 

Prayer Sucacestions: “Get thee out.” 
It was a sudden, effectual call from the 
Lord of glory (Acts 7:2). Abram’s con- 
version was quite like that of Saul of Tar- 
sus. Worldly associates and connections 
were left behind for “the high calling of 
God” —in the call, “Get thee out.” Are 
you obeying God’s “Get thee out”? Full 
obedience demands full separation. Both 
Paul and Abram “suffered the loss of all 
things” for Christ; but both enjoyed the 
possession of “all things” in Christ. Pray 
for the Christian Mission to Churchless 
Communities, Room 602, 25 Broad Street, 
New York. 


Tues.—Genesis 12 : 6-9. 
Abram’s Arrival in Canaan. 
Prayer Succestions: “Into the land of 
Canaan they came” (v. 5). Abram inves- 
tigated his possessions. Explore your great 
riches of grace in Christ Jesus. “All things 
are your’s” (1 Cor. 3:22, 23). Be sure 
that you get all that God has reserved for 
you. Possess your possessions. Posses- 
sion is the best part of ownership. Put 
your feet on the wonderful promises of 
God. The wealth in the land of the prom- 
ises of God beckons you to. full appropria- 
tion. Pray for the Pioneer Mission Agency, 
z2or Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Wed.—Genesis 13 : 14-18. The Promise to Abram. 
Prayer Succestions: “After . . . Lot 
was separated from him.” God effects 
separations necessary to spiritual progress. 
God’s chiefest blessings often come to 
us through our losses. When Lot was 
separated from Abram the LORD drew 
near to enrich and bless. Does God 
find in some of your earthly friend- 
ships a hindrance to your Christian prog- 
ress? Separation is often essential to a 
closer association with Christ. Pray for 
the Young Women’s Bible Training Move- 
ment, 381 State Street, Albany, N. Y. 


Thurs.—John 8 : 33-39. 
False Children of Abraham. 
Prayer Succestions: “Children of the 
bondwoman” (Gal. 4:31). Abraham and 
Christ both have many false children. 
Children after the flesh are many; but 
children born of the Spirit are few. They 
are not all Israel that are in Israel; nor 
all Christians who profess to be followers 
of Christ. Many have the name, but few 
have the nature. Pray for the Bolivian In- 
dian Mission (113 Fulton Street, New 
York). 


Fri.—Galatians 3 : 3-9. 
True Children of Abraham. 
Prayer Succestions: “The same are the 
children of Abraham.” Our God “knoweth 
them that are his.” Not all who make a 
profession are the “children of promise.” 
“Not every one that saith .. . Lord, Lord,” 
is a true child of God. But among the 
mass of professing Christians are many 
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that “know the Lord.” 
reader? Do conscience, Scripture, and 
“fruits” bear witness that you are a true 
child of God? Pray for a great mission- 
ary advance among the Argentine Chaco 
Indians (the Matacos and Tobas). 
Sat.—Romans 3 : 20-26. Justification by Faith. 
Prayer Succestions: “By the deeds of 
the law there shall no flesh be justified.” 
The race is slow to believe this divine 
dictum. Luther believing this, and preach- 
ing it in the power of the Spirit, 


How is it with the 


inau- 
gurated the great Reformation. . If par- 
ents believed this, and Sunday school, 


teachers, too, we would see more conver- 
sions than we do. Sinners remain sinners, 
notwithstanding their improved practices 
apart from regeneration. “Ye must be 
born again”! Pray for God’s people in 
New Zealand. 


Sun.—Hebrews 11 : 17-19. The Triumph of Faith. 

Prayer Succestions: “By faith Abra- 
ham .. . offered up Isaac.” Abraham’s 
faith more than stood the test put upon it 
by the Lord; it triumphed. The ribs of 
faith are the promises of God. God's 
Word is its warrant. Fullness of faith 
and fullness of blessing go together. . Faith 
is an active grace. It grasps, appraises, 
reasons, and claims that which God’s. prom- 
ises set forth before the soul objectively. 
Faith always has God for its hope, the 
Word for its assurance, and Providence for 
its faithful servant. Pray for every be- 
liever whose faith you know is being tested. 
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weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
These rates include postage, 

$2. 25—One copy, or any number of 

copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year, 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add S®@ cents for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs, 


Christian Youth | 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 ‘cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


SS¥N NOLSO@ 

L$ noaves "I 

e¢ nvr 

Qi1 TVNOTLVDININOD 


eL6nn 





